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Marlboro title 
to Hennen 





by Rod Dew 











Twenty-one-year-old Californian Pat Hennen (750 Su- 
zuki) has won the 1974-75 Marlboro $25,000 international 
road Facing series at his second attempt. A second placing 
and a win in the final: two legs at Ruapuna Park gave him a 
grand total of 57 points on the official ACU scale. 


Runner-up was his 20-year- 
old fellow countryman, Randy 
Cleek (TZ750 Yamaha), whose 
chances disappeared when his 
rear slick punctured while he 
was leading the final race. He 
finished with 45 points. 

Third equal overall were top 
Kiwi international John Boote 
(TZ750 Yamaha) and Australian 
visitor Murray Sayle (750 Ka- 
wasaki). Both scored 36 points 
but it is likely that Boote will 
be officially credited with the 
third placing on a countback 
because he finished ahead of the 
Australian in the final race. 

Before the series, it was 
thought that no visiting rider 
would seriously challenge the 
top Kiwis. But Hennen and 
Cleek quickly showed that they 


could more than hold their own 
with the best. With the series 


more than half over, defending 
title-holder Dale Wylie (Christ- 
church), was the only New 
Zealander with a real chance of 
beating the two Americans. 

With two rounds to go, he 
trailed Hennen by a mere point. 
And the next two meetings were 
to be on his two favourite 
tracks, Timaru and Ruapuna 
Park. However, the series came 
to an abrupt end for the de- 
fending champion when he 
crashed during practice the day 
before the Timaru meeting. A 
split pin dropped out of the 
front disc brake of his TZ250 
Yamaha and a pad fell off at 
the end of the main straight. 

Wylie went through a wooden 
fence, receiving a broken wrist 
and a broken elbow. He has 
since had a plate screwed into 
his wrist and his elbow wired up 
but he will be another six weeks 
before he can ride again. 

Although missing the final 
two rounds, Wylie still finished 
in seventh place overall with 29 
points, 

Another disappointment was 
the injuries which prevented 
American Phil McDonald show- 
ing his true ability. He came to 
New Zealand with the biggest 
reputation of any of the Am- 


-ericans but crashed in the first 


round at Gracefield, injuring a 
shoulder. He returned to the 
fray at Tauranga but crashed 
again after a tangle with John 
Boote down the main straight. 
This time he broke his collar- 
bone and stripped a considerable 
amount of flesh from one of his 
hands when he hit the tarmac 
at 140 miles an hour. 

McDonald cut short his visit 
and flew back to the States for 
a skin graft. Unfortunately, the 
injury is certain to put him out 
‘of the Daytona 200 — an event 
he was particularly looking 
forward to. 

John Boote suffered a lot'of 
bad luck in the series and, even 


on familiar ground at Timaru, 
he failed to reach the starting 
line for one of the legs when a 
radiator hose of his TZ750 
dropped off. But he kept the 
Kiwi flag flying high to claim a 
well deserved third placing. He 
also finished third in the Pan 
Pacific series in Australia. 

Now he is thinking about . 
going to Bathurst for the annual 
international classic there at the 
end of March and the defence 





Pat Hennen 


of his Malaysian title in Kuala 
Lumpur on April 4 and5. But 
he has decided not to race at 
Daytona. “It costs too much 
money and too much effort for 
little return’, he said. “You 
are up against the factory teams 
who are trying 100 per cent to 
win. If | was to win, it would 
be by chance only”. 

Cleek,. who came to New 
Zealand after two years away 
from road racing, and Hennen 
will be making their debut as 
-American experts in the Daytona 
200. Both came to New Zea- 
land to polish up their riding 
and both afterwards said they 
felt the trip had been well worth 
while. Both are keen to return 
again next season, provided 


some suitable sponsorship can - 


be arranged. 

“| learnt a lot out here’, 
Hennen said before flying out 
three hours after the final 
round. “In America the riders 
are all the same — they have the 
same styles. . Here, everybody 
is different and different riders 
go well-on different courses. 
It has been really terrific. By 
following different riders around 
| have picked up quite a bit 
which should benefit me'’. 

Hennen -said that the stan- 
dard of racing in New Zealand 
— at least among the top 20 
riders. — was higher than it was 
in Australia. “| am not saying 
that there are no good riders in 
Australia — Ron Toombs could 
come out here and show some 
racersa thing or two — but there 
is certainly greater depth. It 
has been a real honour to win 
this series. |'ve had to work 





* WORLD CHAMPION BEATE 


Reigning world speedway champion Anders Michanek, 


of Sweden, provided a major surprise last year when he 
defeated New Zealand's Ivan Mauger in the final at Goth- 
enberg. But his luck has not been quite so good since he 
arrived in New Zealand with the World Champions’ troupe. 
In the first round final he finished third behind Mauger and 


Ronnie Moore. 
past the semi 


But worse was to follow. He failed to get - 
inals in the second round. 


Read what 


Ronnie Moore has to say in “Moore on Speedway” inside. 





American flat track star Cindy Cleek hurling his mighty TZ750 Yamaha around the Ruapuna Park circuit during the 
final round of the Marlboro =.ries. He lowered the record for the 1.1-mile lap to a fantastic 44sec. 





of following suit. 


“In our view, motor-cycle 
importers and dealers have a 
duty to set a reasonable price 
and stick to it’, Mr Grant 
Lorimer, general manager of 
Blue Wing Honda, said recently. 

“Price competition is heal- 
thy but mass discounting can 
have unwanted side effects. We 
will certainly discourage our 
dealers from joining in the pre- 
sent motor-cycle discount war. 

“In the short run, it means 
that people who paid good 
money for a new motor-cycle 
can see it losing about 20 per 
cent of its’ value overnight’, 
he said. 

This led to a lower standard 
of after sales service and dis- 
enchantment with the discoun- 





ted product or brand. 

“This does not mean that 
Honda prices will never be re- 
duced. Obviously we occasion- 
ally have to make an adjustment 
When it is clear that a price is 
much higher than the “regular’’ 
price of a competing machine. 
We may also discount a model 
which is being discontinued, but 
we do not discount big selling 
lines just to get a short term 
advantage, nor will we encour- 
age our dealers to do so! 

“We are sometimes forced to 
alter our prices — up and down 
— by changes in currency values: 
when the New Zealand dollar 
was revalued last year many 
motor-cycle prices were reduced 
by up to $200. Such a redic- 


Honda Critical 
of Discounting 


At a time when many new motor-cycles are being discounted throughout tne country, 
the Honda importers, Blue Wing Honda Ltd, have made it clear that they have no intention 


tion was entirely proper and in 
line with Government policy to 
pass savings to the consumer. 

“The Honda market share 
for the first ten months of 
1974 was about 42 per cent .For 
the same period in 1973 it was 
about 33 per cent. 

“We didn’t become market 
leaders by discounting. ‘In fact, 
price has had very little to do 
with it — Hondas have always 
been relatively expensive bikes 
in terms of dollars per cc 
capacity. The really important 
factors were — and still are — 
the product, a strong dealer 
network, and a good parts 
service’. " 








«hard for it’. 

He described some of the 
racing as insane. “‘In the final 
races | had to make sure | didn't 
let Randy get too far ahead and 
there was John Boote right be- 
hind. | couldn't let up for an 
instant”. 

Hennen came to New Zealand 
simply to learn and to keep his 
hand in during the American off- 
season. ‘'Ron Grant showed me 
the way ‘last year’, He paid tri- 
bute to Len Perry Motor- 
cycles and to Percy Coleman, 
Ltd, for providing him with a 
750 and 500 Suzuki, respec- 
tively. He said that the big 
Suzuki had gone really well. 
“| brought a few bits out with 
me and this 
difference". 
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The Marlboro $25,000 international road racing series just ended 
was undoubtedly one of the greatest successes in the history of motor- 
cycle sport in this country, The standard of racing was exceptional, 
records tumbled at practically every meeting and there was tre- 
mendous public response. i 

As with all major events of this kind, there were tragedies as well 
as triumphs. The elimination through ii jury of the talented young 
American, Phil McDonald, and the defending title-holder, Dale Wylie, 
were severe blows. But the series did not fall apart and, in fact, the 
‘outcome was in doubt right until the final leg at Ruapuna Park. 

The series organiser, Malcolm McGregor, and his band of helpers 
in the New Zealand International Motor-cycle Grand Prix Society, 
certainly deserve a pat on the back for what they have done. A 
special thank you is also in order for Philip Morris (New Zealand) . 
Limited. Without its generous sponsorship the series could not have 
been held. 

But the company is well satisfied with the publicity it received 
for its sponsorship. Mike Buchanan, the promotions manager for 
Philip Morris Ltd, attended all five rounds of -the series and the 
smile on his face grew with every passing moment. At the end of it 
all, | took the opportunity of asking him what the chances were for 
continuing sponsorship next season. “There is a very definite chance”, 
he said. “This has been tremendous”. 

So it looks as if we can look forward to an even bigger and better 
Marlboro series next season. Pat Hennen, the little rider with the 
quiet manner and the big heart, was a popular winner. He and runner- 
up Randy Cleek are both keen to come back next season, provided 
suitable sponsorship can be found. Although still juniors when they 
came to New Zealand, these two fine riders will be making their 
debuts as experts in the next Daytona 200. | am sure we haven't 
heard the last of them. 

It would have been impossible to run a series such as this without 
some minor hitches. One of these involved the points scoring. At, 
first it was decided to use a 20-to-one system. Then, without warning, 
a switch was made to the official ACU scoring system of 9,7,6,5,4,3, 
2,1 for the first eight placings. Half-way through the series, some 
officials were calculating points on one system and some on the 
other. The result was confusion. There were also errors in some of 
the calculations. 

After three rounds, Hennen led by one point under one system 
and Wylie led by some 12 points under the other. Things seemed to 
be heading for a major protest which would have done the series no 
good at all. However, it didn’t come to this. Nevertheless, it would 
be wise to decide on a points system next time and stick toit. And 
it should be as simple a system as possible. 

If this situation was irritating to some journalists and created some 
concern among some of the riders, it was nothing in relation to the 
overall success of the series. It has done the sport incalculable 
good. Long may it continue. : 











FEBRUARY 


2 Pall Mall NZ moto cross champs — zone one round at Inver- 
cargill and zone two at Kaiapoi; Hamilton club’s hill climb at 
Tauwhare; Wairarapa club’s miniature TT; Ixion club’s moto 
cross; 

15 Hamilton club‘s moto cross at Te Aroha 

16 Wairarapa club’s quarter-mile grass track; 

23 Pall Mall NZ moto cross champs — South Island semi-final at 
Dunedin; Hamilton club's trials champs first round, 


CLUBS THAT WISH TO INCLUDE THEIR EVENTS IN THE 
NZMCN CALENDAR SHOULD SEND DETAILS OF TYPE, DATE 


. AND VENUE.WELL IN ADVANCE. 
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NO POINTS” 


Sir, 
Once again the New Zealand 
road racing championships are 
well advanced and nobody 
seems to have any idea who is 
leading: It simply isn't good 
enough, What is the use of 
holding a series if nobody knows 
who is winning? | think the 
New Zealand ACU should take 
note of your suggestion that 
points be allotted to only the 
first three in each class for 
each race. This would make 
the series much simpler to 
follow. Anyway, in the mean- 
time, can you tell me'who is 
leading what? 
Frustrated 
Auckland 


(Glad to see you support us on this. 
We have some really great road 
racers in this country and they 
could certainly be batter catered 
for in this respect. To the best of 
‘our knowledge (at time of going to 
print) Steve Dundon, of Wellington 
leads the 500cc championship and 
Dale Wylie, of Christchurch, leads 
the 250cc class. We are not sure 
about the others but believe that 
Trevor Discombe and Ginger Molloy 
are battling it out for 350cc 
honours — Editor) 


RIDING GEAR 
Sir, 

In arecent NZMCN rider's 
impression featuring a BMW. 
R75/6 you published, with the 
commentary, a photograph of a 
rider piloting the BMW along the 
road while wearing sandals and 
no gloves! 

This is extremely disturbing 
to us as in past years prominent 
medical personnel have come out 
with strong comments on the 
injuries in summer as riders in 
bare feet, jandals, sandals, bare 
hands, bare legs and bare chests 
ete fall off their machine and 
get their skin ripped to pieces by 
the hard tarseal. 

This association is working 


with local news media to bring 
to the attention of riders the 
advantages of the wearing of 
light clothing when riding a 
motorcycle. As your readers. 
no doubt know light material, 
acting asa kind of dry lubricant 
between the rider and the 
larseal protects the rider's skin 
to a surprising extent in the 
event of an accident, 

| am surprised the rider of 
the BMW didn’t realise this. 
Allan R. Kirk 
President 
NZMCA 
(You are obviously correct in what 
you say regarding the wearing of 
suitable clothing. Because of the 
pressure of deadlines the picture 
referred to was published without 
my knowledge. However, you are 
incorrect in saying that the rider 
was wearing jandals. If you look 
closely you will see that he was 
actually wearing white and brown 
leather shoes, which, while perhaps 
open to criticism from fashion 
buffs, are not quite so unsuitable 
for motor cycling as jandals. 

- EDITOR) 
SCHOOLBOY SCRAMBLERS 
Sir, 

| read with interest your 
account of British Schoolboy 
champion Terry Fisher coming 
here. 

My sons Russell (15) and 
Martin (14) also race, although 
only Russell officially. | think 
Russell could claim to be NZ 
Schoolboy champion in al! 
modesty. He rideSa TM 125. 
He usually rides B grade and 
came third overall in the 125 
class Pall Mall zone champion- 








GROUND RULES 

Opinions expressed in the corres- 
pondence column are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 
the right to shorten letters and. 


correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a’ greater 
chance of publication than those of 
gréater wordage. 





could be organised between these 
boys. 

Other boys racing here are 
Greg Coleman (16), Craig Cole- 
man (14), Alec Scobie (15). 

-| know these boys would be 
keen to compete. 

If not possible, maybe you 
could let me know how | could 
contact Terry so that | could 
invite him to stay with us and- 
possibly do some (King Country) 
racing without his licence, any 
way we could promise him a good 
time. 

Roy Josiah 
Taumarunui 


Terry obtained his driving licence 
shortly after arriving here and has 
appliod for a competition licence 

so that he can race. He had intended 
to race at Rotorua early in January 
but a broken gearbox on his borrowed 
Honda Elsinore delayed his entry 

into the sport in New Zealand. At the 
time of writing he was hoping to 

have the Honda ready to race at 
Featherston on January 19. Terry, 
was so pleased with the Honda that 
he has asked his father in England to 





» get a 125 Elsinore for him for when 


he returns. He leaves New Zealand 
‘on February 3 — Editor) 


SIDECARS 


Sir, 

The sidecar query in NZMCN 
puts me in mind of the trouble 
| went to years ago to find out 
what you would like to know. 

The basic dimensions for 
lining up an outfit for passenger 
carrying or a tradesmans box 
type of thing are simple enough, 
but one or two points need 
explaining. 

| think if you study the 
sketches enclosed these will put 
you in the picture for starters. 

But a warning. If you want 
to play with a heavy hand on the 





} 4" to 2” Lean out unladen 





Watson, Peter Stevenson, 
lan Miles, Russell Harris, 
Photographers: Brian Hopping, 


Martin Stewart, Malcolm Green, 


Edgar Van Dendungen. 


ES Frank Boy 


Allarticlesand photographs published 
in New Zealand Motor Cycle News 
are strictly copyright and may not 
be reproduced without written per- 
mission from the Editor. 





ship in Auckland. So he must 
be pretty good. 
l've always wondered just 
how good these English 
Schoolboys are. (I'm an EX one)! 
1 would suggest it would be 
worth a good bit of publicity 
at an MX meeting if a race 





‘Sidecar wheel, if unsprung, can be 
lined up vertical or with slight loan 
out at top if sprung. on 


i | ae, 
938, it would’ pay you to mi 
the sidecar wheel forward . 
another inch in relation to the» 
rear wheel axle. This helpsta — 
prevent “nose diving’ of the 
outfit on right handers, by wh 
| mean if you try too much on” 
rights, the left front of the 

chair goes in deep and up co; 
the rear wheel, Over your right” 











Straight edge or line A 
ne. 





3" Tyre 


shoulder, if you are still aboard,..|_ 
So watch THAT one. It’s the 
biggest trap for young players 
on chairs. The driving techni- 
que for turns is, lefts, slow_ 
down before the turn and 
accelerate gently round remem- 
bering the chair wheel is 
travelling a shorter distance 
round the curve being on the 
inside. On rights, you try to 
slow down mainly IN the turn. 
Pulling strongly as required on 
the bars, allows the chair 
wheel to run around the bike, 
as this time the bike is doing 
the shortest line on the inside, 
If you open the throttle hard 
on rights, the front wheel will 

tend to skid sideways towards ; 
the outside of the curve (nasty) 4 
a condition’ en . 

“charioteers’’ as “crabbing”. 

| suggest your chassis 

ground clearance, should be: 

4" minimum for road work, 
more if you do riverbed crossings 
or serious off-road stuff. Don’t 
forget.to lower the gear ratio 
one or two teeth on the GB 
sprocket, depending on the 
loads, etc. 

Bob Burns 

Christchurch 

(NZ Land Speed Record Holder 





« for sidecars 162mph) 


PHOTOS 


Sir, 
lam writing regarding the 
photo of my brother, Mr G. 
Busch, that appeared on page 
12 of NZMCN Vol. 2 No. 12 
| was wondering if it would 
be possible to buy a reasonable 
sized print of the photo, if 
Possible in colour. 
| would appreciate it if you 
could write letting me know 4 
the price if it is available. : 
Thank you very much’ 
Mrs C. Meier 
Christchurch 


(Anyone wishing to purchase 8 copy 
of any photo published in NZMCN 

should write giving all relevant 
details. NZMCN does not usa col 
‘our photos but we can often direct 


Sulit ou Phot 
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Five times New Zealand lightweight grand prix champion Kevin McCleary, of Christchurch, has the 
first water-cooled 125 Yamaha in New Zealand. And he-has his sights firmly fixed on winning the New 
Zealand ultra lightweight grand prix title at Ruapuna Park at Easter. 

Last season, McCleary’s TA125 Yamaha refused to fire up on the grid and when he finally did get 
away the rest of the field was almost out.of sight. Calling on his vast experience he gradually hauled in 
those ahead of him — with the exception of Wellington’s Alistair Mitchell (TA125 Yamaha). 
eee was closing on the young Wellington rider but when the race ended he was still a bike length 

ind. 

This year, McCleary is even more determined to win and vows that he won't retire completely until he 
does. -He has obtained new heads, a radiator and water pump to bring his TA125 up to 1975 factory TZ 
125 specifications. 

“It has the same porting but the water cooling allows closer tolerances in the piston clearances without 
the risk of seizing”, said McCleary. It should be a lot better. But it weighs a ton compared with what it 
did. 

The picture above shows McCleary in action at-Ruapuna Park on the TA125 before being converted to 
water-cooling. 


New Machines at 


WESTON-WEBB 
dabei 


L.MV.O. 
$416 Yamaha TX650 
$228 Yamaha TX500 
$194 Yamaha RD350 
$732 Yamaha RD250 


$1730 
$1689 
$1150 
$1050 


Honda CB360, 
Honda CB125 
Honda C8100 
Norton 850cc 


$1246 
$684 
$580 
$2195 


Pius 40 Used Machines to Choose From 


AT STATION RD OTAHUHU. PH: OH 64959 
SERVICING TO ALLMAKES& MODELS OPEN SAT. MORNING 














All in The Family.... 


Competitive motor-cycling is no longer the exclusive 





Their win was not unex- 


domain of men, as these three young ladies demonstrated 
when they won the women’s section of the Shell 500 motor- - 
cycle trial — the biggest event of its type in the country. 









Pected however, as two of the 
girls,. Lynn Connell (right) and 
Pamela Jones (centre), had cap- 
tured the sarhe event last year 
with Lynn also 
women's solo. . 

This year that honour fell to 
Pamela, with Lynn fifth and the 
third member of the team, 
Rosemary Jones (no relation of 
Pam's) in seventh place. 

Finding the girls successfully 
competing in what was tradi- 
tionally a man‘s game is really 
no surprise either, as all have 
strong family links with motor- 
cycling. 

Rosemary is a daughter of 
Gerry Jones, general manager of 
W. White (Wholesale) Limited, 
national distributors for Ya- 
maha, Pamela is a daughter of 
John Jones, owner of New Lynn 
Motorcycles Limited, local Ya- 
maha agents and Lynn Connell 
is a sister of John Welsford, 
winner of the Shell 500 last 
year and now South Island area 
manager for Whites. 


taking the 





Injury W 


Daytona 200 Plans 


You can't keep a good man 
down — for long. Within a few 
hours of being allowed out of 
Timaru Hospital to watch the 
racing in the final rounds of 
the Marlboro series at Ruapuna 
Park, defending champion Dale 
Wylie was riding around the pits 
6n a motor-cycle. z 
* Sporting a broken right wrist 
and elbow, theresultofa 
spectacular 100mph crash while 
practising for the Timaru round 
the previous Saturday, he was 
all smiles as he urged on the 
contenders to greater effort. 
And he was already thinking 
about next season's series. 

“It will be even better and 
bigger than it was this year’, 
he told Bill Cleek, father of 
American star Randy Cleek. 

Immediately after the mee- 


ting, Wylie had to return to 
Timaru hospital for treatment. 
He was expected to be there for 
at least another week. He was 
told that it would be at least 
six weeks before he could 
consider racing again. 

Wylie has now accepted the 
fact that he will be unable to 
take up a sponsored ride in the 
Daytona 200 in March. He 
hopes to travel to South East 
Asia in April for a series of 
four Malaysian meetings. Whet- 
her he will carry on to Europe 
and the world championship 
series as originally planned will 
depend on his performance there. 

The picture shows Wylie 
astride a little Indian trail bike 
in the pits at Ruapuna. Note 
the new cross-arm technique. 


lie’s 











in the Bay of Plenty 


ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 
complete stocks and after sales service. , 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 
the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET 


_ SAWYER_z0NDA LY 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD. 


ROTORUA 





PH: 51308 L.M.V.D. 57492 
XL100 Trail 


wn ie 










The little Honda with the big heart. Sawyer Honda can now 
offer you the fabulous XL100 Trail, the machine with all the 
features of its bigger brothers and the same robust reliability 
that you expect from all Hondas. Come in for a test ride. 


SAWYER MOTOR CYCLE CENTRE LTD 
247 Cuba St. Wellington. 
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AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 





* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 






BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
worranty 


BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 









BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 















HONDA 
A BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
BETTER DEALER 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 








AUCKLAND CORRESPONDENT 


New Zealand Motorcycle News is looking for an Auck- 
land correspondent who knows what's happening 

around the clubs, in the sport and at the social gatherings 
in the Auckland area. 

If you've got a big interest in motorcycles, know what 
you're talking about and feel you could represent us up 
there in Sun City how about dropping me a line in 
Wellington to find out what the job entails. If you've 
had some writing experience all the better but it’s not 
essential. 

David Hall, New Zealand Motorcycle News, P.O. Box 
883, Wellington. 


MANUREWA 
MOTORCYCLES 


WILL GIVE YOU A 
BETTER DEAL 
ONA 
BETTER BIKE 
WITH 
== BETTER SERVICE ALWAYS == 














CALL IN AND DISCUSS YOUR NEEDS WITH 
YOULL FIND US AT 288 GREAT SOUTH ROAD 
Manurewa 
OR RING US AND SEE IF WE CAN HELP 
63-830 After Hours 64-277 


YAMAHA 


North Shore 


Motorcycles Ltd. 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 

8! 202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS) 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 495-739 
486-566 BIRKENHEAD 47-86-282 










L.M.V.D. 











: Porirua Photos 


If you raced there, ACTION PHOTOGRAPHICS will have you 





on film. Both colour, and black and white. 
Prices Colour 6”x8" $4.00 
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TO ORDER: State racing number, name, address and type of 
bike. Also state sizes of photos and whether colour or black 
and white. 


ACTION PHOTOGRAPHICS 
P.O. Box 22343 

High St. 

Christchurch 


1ST, & 2ND OF MARCH 


ENTRIES CLOSE FEBRUARY 7TH 
24 HOUR ROAD RELIABILITY TRIAL 


Write to: 


Approx 560 miles of riding in total riding time of 17 hours 
in the 24 


PRIZE MONEY TOTAL $500.00 
Outright Winner $100.00 
Plus Trophy 
EVENT FOR THE AVERAGE MOTORCYCLIST ON 
AVERAGE BIKE 


Entry Forms uvailable from most Shell Stations, Motorcycle Shops in 
South Island and organising club. 


PIONEER M/C CLUB Box 22113 Christchurch 
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A relatively simple yet 
revolutionary form of canti- 
lever rear suspension is at 
present being tested by 
former New Zealand scram- 
bles champion David Burns, 
of Christchurch. Early 
reports indicate that it will 
prove an outstanding suc- 
cess and could well have a 
marked effect on the off- 
road scene. 

Burns provided a major sur- 
prise when he turned up at a 
recent South Island Gold Star 
moto-cross meeting at Tedding- 
ton with the new suspension 
fitted to his Jean Machine- 
sponsored CR250 Honda Elsi- 
nore, It worked so well that 
only small modifications were 
being contemplated > 
“Itewasva" little too soft — 
the back wheel hit the mud- 
guard at times — but stronger 
springs will fix that’’, an elated 
Burns said after the meeting. 
“It is really tremendous. The 
bike tracked dead straight and 
the power got down onto the 
ground a lot better than with 
the original suspension”. 

The new suspension is the 
product of Burns's desire for a 
more competitive bike and the 
engineering talent of another 
former national champion, 
Alistair Sabiston, who is well 
known for his ‘ability to build 
motor-cycles from the ground 
up. 

Burns explained that he was 





frustrated because it was dif- 
ficult and costly to obtain a 
machine with long travel at the 
rear. He approached Sabiston 
with, at first, an idea to. move 
the suspension units forward as 
is widely practised overseas. 

But Sabiston suggested trying 
something entirely. different — 





a cantilever system using the 
Standard suspension units. Burns 
and his sponsor agreed to put 
the Honda in Sabiston’s hands. 
The result is an absolutely new 


form of moto-cross suspension 
which can be fitted to most 
machines by a reasonably com- 
petent engineer. 

STANDARD PARTS 

The beauty of the new sys- 
tem is that it utilises, in the 
Honda's case, normal Honda 
parts which can be easily ob- 
tained. The standard suspen- 
sion units are fitted to a small 
frame on each swinging arm and 
these are angled forward inside 
the frame. A 7in section had to 
be cut out of the sub-frame of 
the Honda and some pipe bend- 
ing was necessary to get the 
units inside the frame but it 
was, relatively speaking, a simple 
Operation for a skilled crafts- 
man. 

"The average guy mightn’t 
be able to do the modification 
but any major firm could handle 
it, said Burns. He estimated 
that the cost of the total modi- 
fication would be about $200. 
But added that it was well 
worth while considering it im- 
mediately lifted the Honda into 
the same class as the YZ 
Yamaha's which cost more than 
$2000. 

“A lot of guys looked at it 
when | first brought it out and 
were very dubious. But after | 
had raced it there were some 
very, very complimentary re- 


marks on the handling. | am 
really thrilled’. 
Although the original rear 


units were used, new springs of 
120Ib pressure were made. 
Total movement is now 8in 
compared with the 4%in of the 
original system. 

“| swotted up a lot of over- 
seas motor-cycle magazines and 
as far as | can judge most of 
the modified units have a move- 
ment of only 7in’’, said Burns. 


VAST EXPERIENCE 

Although not now racing as 
seriously as he once did, Burns 
is finding his. old enthusiasm 
being re-kindled by the new 


Motorcyclé Supplies 


YOUR KEY TO SERVICE SATISFACTION AND SUCCESS 


(atso NORTON TRIUMPH BSA 
L.M.V.D. 


Ph: 84100. 










shock absorbers be clearly seen 
in this photograph. . These are nor- 
mally out of sight behind the side 


DAVID BURNS — “It is quite 
fantastic” 


“suspension. ~ At peak = teres 
there is no doubt that he could 
make his mark on it. 

He is one of the most ex- 3 
perienced motor-cycle racers in 
New Zealand. He spent eight 
years racing moto-cross in Bri- 
tain and on the European 
Continent. And before he went 
he had gained no less than 60 
placings in New Zealand and 
South Island championships. He 
has lost track of the number of 
actual titles he has won, 

In road racing, he has also 
made his mark. He won the 
New Zealand senior and junior 
grand prix races on the old 
shingle circuit at Cust on a pair 
of Manx Nortons when he was 
justa teenager. He later dropped 
out of road racing to concen- 
trate on scrambling and was one 
of the leading performers in the 
international moto-cross series 
in the early 1960s, 

Since returning to New 
Zealand two years ago, he has 
faced in moto-cross events more 
as a form of recreation than 
anything else. The new Sabiston- 
inspired cantilever suspension 
could well change this. 


59 Amohau St. Rotorua. 
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in Christchurch’s Canterbury Court from January 5 to 10 


inclusive with more than 250 hi i 
vicinity of $250,000, on altstep machines, valued in the 


+ Practically every type and 
Make of motor-cycle available in 
this country — as well as many 
that are not — were featured in 
the show, the brain child of 
Canterbury club president 
Michael McPhee. 

Japanese manufacturers, with 
their enormous and comprehen- 
sive ranges of models, were 
Particularly well represented but 
large stands of Italian and Ame- 
fican machines, as well as a 
scattering of models from many 
Other parts of the globe, leave 
no doubts that motor-cycling 


The Suzuki is powered bya 
497cc Wankel-type rotary en- 
gine developing 62 brake horse- 
Power at 6500rpm. Its weight 
at 540lbs (with a gallon of fuel 
aboard) is considerable but it 
still has a claimed top speed in 
the vicinity of 120mph, ma ing 
it one of the fastest 500s in the 
world, 

Oddly enough, there were 
more Italian manufacturers re- 
Presented (in a small way, ad- 
mittedly) than Japanese, Ex- 
amples of Ducatis, Moto Guzzis, 
MV Agustas, Benellis and La- 





*This is what |_am going to ride on Sunday”’, quipped New Zealand road 


racing champion Stewart Avant as he tried out the smallest machine in the 
Christchurch show. He later conceded that there were a few handling problems. 


js an internationally acceptable 
form,of transport. 

Not surprisingly, the show 
stopper was Suzuki's new RES 
Rotary, on display in the South 
Island for the first time after a 
relatively brief time up north. 
The bike was constantly sur- 
rounded by the curious and the 
admiring. Attendants on the 
stand were constantly required 
to answer questions. 


SUZUKI ROTARY 

One of the most frequent 
was: when will it be readily 
available to the public? The 
Answer given was sometime 
within the next two months. 
Price hasn't been completely 
settled yet but it is estimated 
that it will retail for about 
$2,600 which makes it remark- 
ably competitive in comparison 
to more conventional touring 
bikes. 


verdas were to be found. The 
Moto Guzzi on display, a v-twin 
four-stroke, attracted consider- 
able attention. It is equipped 
with a shaft drive instead of a 
chain and the drive actually 
takes the place of the right hand 
arm of the normal rear swinging 
arm. The engine displaces 
850cc. 

Other big tourers on display 
included the German 750cc 
BMW with ‘its distinctive hori- 
zontally opposed cylinders, a 
1000cc Laverda triple, a sports 
version of the 750 Ducati twin 
(which incidentally has been 
bought by Reg Hyde of Timaru 
to race) and the largest machine 
in the show, a 1200cc Electra 
Glide Harley Davidson. 


TINY MACHINE 

On the American Indian 
stand was a tiny machine claim- 
ed to be the smallest in pro- 


, nie > Je OE Rs 
_ New Zealand‘s biggest ever motor-cycle show was held 


represented. 





Eight wins to Smith 


in Puketapu MX 


Seventeen-year-old Chris 


by Peter Brittenden 
Maindonald (Hastings), gave 


Moss Smith and his Yamahas a real hurry-up at the annual 
moto-cross staged at Puketapu by the Napier Racing Club, 


Smith won nearly everything 
but was beaten by Maindonald 
in one 125cce race and was 
closely followed by the Hastings 
youngster on his 125cc Elsinore 
and Lou Peeti (Dannevirke), 
fiding a 250cc Husqvarna, in 
most of the races. 

Smith, who brought three 
machines to the meetings, won 
eight races and was second in 
one, 
He completely mastered the 
“professionals only” course and 
it was only Maindonald, Peeti 
and on one occasion, Chris 
Brown (Hastings) on a Yamaha 
250, who came within challeng- 


ing distance of him. 

Consequently, it was the race 
Maindonald won which thrilled 
the crowd. 

The less-experienced Main- 
donald scraped a fractional 
lead out of the start straight 
and managed to hold it for the 
four laps. The youngster didn’t 
flinch with an_ international 
moto-crosser right behind him. 

The gap of about two yards 
between the two riders was held 
for the entire distance. except 
when Smith was temporarily 
held up by one of the many 
riders who fell by the way. 





duction in the world. It is in- 
tended for children to ride in 
the United States — off the road, 
of course. Powered by a 47cc 
two-stroke engine in a suitable 
state of tune, it has 8in wheels 
and stands just 18in high. An 
automatic clutch makes it par: 
ticularly simple to ride. 

The little Indian is not yet 
available in New Zealand but 
if there is sufficient interest a 
shipment will be brought. If 
so, it is expected to retail at 
$300. A spokesman for the 
importers indicated that there 
had been a considerable number 
of enquiries relating to the 
machine. 

There was a large display of 
veteran and vintage machines 
and even a special area reserved 
for customised motor-cycles, 
These somewhat ungainly ma- 
chines, which looked as if they 
would be much better screwed 
to a wall or in a glass case, 
attracted a surprising amount 
of interest from the public, al- 
though, in many cases, they were 
there just to find out how the 
other half lived. 

Motor-cycle sport was well 
There were a 
number of machines which were 
to be ridden in the final round 
of the Marlboro international 
series the following Sunday. In 
pride of place just inside the 
main entrance was the Copper- 
tone TZ750 Yamaha of New 
Zealand champion Dale Wylie. 


WYLIE’S BIKE 

Wylie, stillsin Timaru) hos- 
pital at the time, nursing in- 
juries received in a crash during 
Practice for the fourth round 
of the series, was clearly not 
going to race the machine at 
Ruapuna Park. But for all that 
it was a prize exhibit. The 
fairing had been removed to 
enable the four-cylinders, water 
cooling and complicated exhaust 
system to be easily seen. 

At the’ opposite end of the 
power scale was the 1958 50cc 
ex-works Honda, which has been 
restored by former Christchurch 
road racer, Bob Harris, now 
better known for his sponsor- 
ship of Wylie and his:ability to 
manufacture furniture. After 
restoring the tiny Honda, Harris 
set a New Zealand 50cc speed 
record of 76mph with it. 

It is capable of even higher 
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“This is for mo”. 
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, Part of the display area at Canterbury Court, the venue for New Zealand’s 


biggest ever motor-cycle show. 


speeds than this and is very 
much the fastest 50cc racer in 
the country. Because of its 
great superiority over the “spe- 
cials which race, for example, in 
the annual New Zealand 50cc 
Grand Prix, Harris will not race 
the machine. “It would not be 
fair’, he explained. But if 
somebody takes his speed record, 
then the little Honda will be 
polished and tanked up once 
more. 
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‘The 50ce works Honda which was one of the big attractions on the Honda 





stand. This tiny machine is the fastest of Its size in either Australia or New 


Zealand, —- 





Two-year-old Oliver May gets to grips with Suzuki’s new 
1g the Christchurch show. 


The engine features a four- 
valve head with a double over- 
head camshaft. It revs at up 
to 15,000rpm. 

Mr McPhee, who organised 
the show on a private basis, was 
very pleased with the way it 
went off. Because of the in- 
terest from the trade, it had 
been possible to only invite 
importers and main dealers and 
distributors to take space. 








Alec Macleod 
has just learned what helps make 
Agostini world champion 


Alec has just tasted his 
first fruits of victory. In 
doing so he’s learned a 
lot about himself. And 
his motorbike. Alec rides 
a Yamaha RD350. It's 
based on the machine 
that launched Giacomo 
Agostini on his record 
- run of victories with . 

Glacomo Agostini: Relgning world Yamaha. Alec hopes 

motorcycle champion. for the same. And why 
not. Alec's RD350 shares virtually the same 
frame, suspension, transmission and engine 
designs. And Giacomo and Yamaha have 
proven time and again you don't need the 
biggest machine to win. Just the best. The 
best handling. The best for sheer reliability. 
Which is why the Yamaha 350s have been 
beating 750cc machines in such gruelling 
classics as Daytona and the Isle of Man i als 
That's the secret of Yamaha's success. And of 
Alec's first Yamaha victory. 








Mex anal range 
Yamaha = “sine ype 


RD350 Max. horsepower 


Transmission 
Fuel Tank Capacity 


Yamaha — 


-.. you’re onto a winner! 


NZ Be del W. White (Wholesale) Limited, Auckland 


160kmV/h plus 

2-stroke, 7-port, “Torque 

Induction"’, Parallel Twin 

Shp at 7,500 p.m. 
Brae gearbox 
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A group of riders led by Indonesian Sidarto Sa wend their way through Wanganui's 


Young Christchurch 
international John Boote and 
top American junior Pat 
Hennen bounced back into 
the reckoning at the second 
round of the Marlboro 
series. Each won one of the 
two 20-lap heats at Wan- 
ganui on Boxing Day, in 
hot sunny conditions and 
before a crowd of more 
than 10,000. 

After failing to finish in 
either of the two legs of the 
first round at Gracefield four 
days earlier, Boote (Levis 
Yamaha TZ 750) pulled out 
all the stoppers on the chal- 
lenging, one-mile street course 
(known as the ‘Cemetery 
Circuit’) to win the first leg and 
come second to Hennen in the 
second leg. 

Hennen, aboard a Suzuki TR 
500 twin, which was perhaps 
more suited to the demanding 
course than the big Yamahas, 
was leading the first leg when 
he retired on the fourth lap. 

He put on a superb display in 
the second leg, finishing more 
than half a second ahead of 
Boote, smashing the lap 

record in the process. He 
recorded a time of 51.3 seconds 
which was almost 5 seconds 
quicker than the previous 
record set by former Marlboro 
champion, Dale Wylie, 


POINTS TABLE 
But despite their success at 


* Wanganui, Boote and Hennen 
stil] trailed American Randy 
Cleek (Yamaha T2750) and 





Marlboro 
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Australian Murray Sayle_ 
(Kawasaki H2R) in the points 
table. Cleek collected third 
place in the second rdce to 
maintain his position at the 
top, A spectacular crash on 
the overhead bridge put paid 
to his efforts in the first leg. 
He was lying third on the 
twelfth lap when the incident 
occurred. 

Sayle, whose front wheel 
spent almost as much time in 
the air as it did on the ground,. 
raced to a fine second place 
behind Boote in the first leg 
but did not fare so well in the 
second, dropping to ninth 
position. 

Co-leader of the series after 
the first round, Dale Wylie 
seized his Suzuki TR500 
early'in the first leg. He reverted 
to his Yamaha TZ 250 for the 
second leg and claimed a 
valuable point by coming in 
eighth. This gave him an 
overall total of 15 points and 
fifth place just behind Boote 
and Hennen. ; 

Former world 500cc cham- 
pionship runner up, Hamilton's 
Ginger Molloy found his Har- 
ley Davidson 350 much more 
competitive on the tight street 
circuit than at Gracefield and 
emerged as the day's second- 
highest points scorer. With a 
third place in the first leq and 
a fourth in the second, the 36- 
year-old veteran earned 11 
points to put him sixth overall 
after two rounds, 

Visiting Australian Mike 
Steele (Yamaha TZ 350) fol- 
lowed Molloy home In both 





pS 


Cometery esses. 


races.” 

Blenheim’s "Gentle Giant” 
John Woodley (Yamaha TZ 
350) rode two of the best 
races of his career to date and 
was rewarded with a fifth and 
aseventh. His placings added 
$140 to his coffers and six 
points to his tally. 

Another local rider to rise 
to the occasion was Hamilton’s 
Ralph Hannan, who piloted his 
race-kitted RD 350 Yamaha to 
seventh place behind Trevor 
Discombe (Yamaha 72350) 
in the first leg. 


TT TITLE 

Boote completed a great day 
with a win in the New Zealand 
Open TT championship. But he 





Cleek loads the fiold across the railway lines and into the esses 


Series 








UL epee 
finished 


WANGANUI 


Marlboro Classic — first leq (20 
laps): J. Boote, Yamaha 700, 1; 
M. Sayle (Australia), Kawasaki 750, 
2; Molloy, Harley Davidson’ 350, 3; 
Steele, Yamaha 700, 4; Woodley, 
Yamaha 350, 5; Discombe, Yamaha 
700, 6. Time: 19:10.9, 

Marlboro classic — second race 
(20 laps): Hennen, Suzuki 750, 1; 
J, Boote, Yamaha 700, 2; Cleek; 
Yamaha 700, Molloy, Harley 
Davidson 350’ Steele, Yamaha 
700, 5; Avant, Yamaha 700, 6. 
Time 18:40.4. 


TAURANGA 


Marlboro international _serles, 
third round — Heat one: D. Wylie, 
(Christchurch), Yamaha 12700, 1; 
P. Hennen (United States), Suzuki 
TR750, 2; R. Cleek (United States) 
Yamaha 12700, 3; P. MacDonald 
(United States), Yamaha TZ700, 4; 
S._ Avant (Christchurch), Yamaha 
72700, 5. Time: 20:16.4. Heat 
two: Hennen, 1; Wylie 2; T._Dis- 
combe (Hamilton) Yamaha TZ700 
3; Avant 4; K. Fletcher (Auckland) 
Yamaha TZ700, 5. Time: 20.12.2. 


TIMARU 


Marlboro open invitation (each 
race 20 laps) — first leg: R. Cleek 
(USA) TZ750 Yameha 15.43, 1; 
M. Sayle (Aust) 750 Kawasaki, 15.49, 
2; S. Avant (Chch) T2750 Yamaha 
15.521 3; T. Discombe (Hamilton) 
TZ750 Yamaha 4; G. Boote (Chch) 
T2750 Yamaha ‘5. Second leg: 
P. Hennen (USA) 750 Suzuki, 15: 
39.1, 1; J. Boote (Chch) TZ750 




































































15:43.6, 2; Discombe, 
16:10.8, 3; G. Boote 4; J. Sayle 
(Aust) 350 Yamaha, 5. % 


RUAPUNA 


Marlboro international classic 
{each leg 20 laps) — first leg: R. 
Cleek (USA) TZ750 Yamaha 15:11.0 
P. Hennen\ (USA) 750. Suzuki, 
15:15.2, 2; J, Boote (Chch) T2750 
‘Suzuki, 15:17.6, » Avant (Chch) 
TZ750 Yamaha, 4; G. Boote (Chch) 
TZ750 Yamaha, 5. Fastest lap: 
Cleek, 44.0 (record). 














































Second leg: Hennen, 15:18.2, 1; 
J. Boote, 15:24.4, 2; M. Sayle (Aust) 
750 Kawasaki, 15:27.2, 3; Avant 4; 


T. Discombe (Hamilton) TZ750 Yo- 
maha 5. Fastest lap: Cleek 44.34. 
Final points — Hennen 57, 
Cleck 45, J. Boote 36, Sayle 36, 
Discombe 35, Avant 30. 


had some cause to be thank ful 
when Wylie lost his spark plug 
lead while he was leading into 
the final lap., Boote swept to 
the front and Wylie managed to 
coast home on one cylinder of 
his Suzuki 500 to claim second 
place, 

Wylie won the up to 500cce 
racing class from Ginger Molloy 
(Harley) and won the Shell “Race 
of the Year” for light-weight 
machines on his T2250 Hussar 
Yamaha. 

Graham Crosby (Auckland) 
won both production races while 
sidecar honours were shared 
between Chris Olsen (Welling- 
ton) and Australian Brian 
Holmes. They won one race 
apiece. 


d 
Prompt Mail, Order, Service 
Try Us For Hard To Get Parts 
Extensive Stocks Held 
NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V,D. 


HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 
RONNIE MOORE 
843 Colombo Street Christchurch 
Telephone 50182 


TELEPHONE; 669-336 


nly 
c > 


MOTOR 
CYCLES 
LTD. 


389 QUEEN STREET, 
ONEHUNGA. 


§ 


Agents for..... 


SS suzuki 
* TRIUMPH 


SALES AND SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS 














Try us for Good Second- 
Hand Spare Parts 


Recently Dismantled Bikes 
include : 


SPECIAL 


Brand New Kawasaki 500 
motor complete 
Price on application 


WETZEL 


ENTERPRISES LTD 
LYTTLETON AVE,, 
PORIRUA 


Tele: 74085 
L.M.V.D. 


Round 3: Wylie moves up at B 


The chances of a New Zealander winning the Marlboro 
international road racing series for the second successive 
year increased markedly at the third meeting at Tauranga’s 
Bay Park. Defending champion Dale Wylie (TZ750 Ya- 





maha) won the first leg of 20 laps and was second in the 


other. 

However, 
over, American junior champion 
Pat Hennen (750 Suzuki) led 
the aggregate by a single point 
from Wylie. He finished second 
to Wylie in the first leg and 
produced even more brilliant 
form on his heavy Suzuki triple 
in the second to win in reason- 
able comfort. 

The two legs were very much 
battles between Wylie and the 
two Americans, Hennen and 


when it was all ” 





still nothing in it. Hennen 
seemed to have a slight advan- 
tage on the approach to the 
finishing line but just when he 
needed all the power available 
the big two-stroke coughed and 
faltered. It had run out of fuel. 

This enabled Wylie to surge 
across to win by inches from 
Hennen with Cleek third and 
another American of some pro- 
mise, Phil McDonald (TZ750 


Yamaha) fourth. 


= La 


” Christchurch flyer Stu Avant (Yamaha TZ750) gained a fifth and a fourth at 


Bay Park. 


Randy Cleek (TZ750 Yamaha). 
In the first points race, these 
three outdistanced the rest of 
the star-studded field. At one 
stage, the lead was changing 
with practically every corner 
as the two back riders made 
the most of slipstreaming ad- 
vantages. 


FUEL ERROR 
On the final lap, there was 


It was McDonald's first out- 
ing since the spectacular crash 
in the first round at Gracefield 
sidelined him with a shoulder 
injury. 

Hennen was disappointed to 
have been beaten. ‘Because of 
the weight of the Suzuki | have 
to measure out the fuel by the 
cupful so that | am not carrying 
anything extra. This time | left 
myself a little short". 


In the second leg, Hennen 
rode with even greater deter- 
mination and at the finish he 
was comfortably ahead of Wylie 
with Trevor Discombe (TZ750 
Yamaha) claiming a well- 
deserved third placing after a 
keen early tussle with Stewart 
Avant (12750) and Ken Flet- 
cher (TZ750 Yamaha). Hennen’s 
winning time was 4.2sec faster 
than Wylie’s in the first leg. 


140mph CRASH 

Hennen had good cause to 
be pleased with his effort but 
his fellow Americans did not 
fare so well. Cleek was forced 
out with mechanical failure in 
the second leg when handily 
placed and McDonald, one of 
the favourites for the series in 
the initial stages, was involved 
in a 140mph collision with 
Kiwi John Boote on the back 
straight. 

Their wheels touched and 
the young American went fly- 
ing. He slid down the straight 
for almost quarter of a mile 
before coming to a rest. After 
attention, he was able to walk 
away but the crash spelled the 
end of his interest in the series. 
He suffered a broken collar- 
bone-and required a skin graft 


—_ 


ican fireball Phil MacDonald (Yai 
ney Park. He crashed heavil 
to one of his hands. After the 
meeting, he decided to call it 
quits and return to America 
for treatment. 

In a sportsmanlike gesture, 
Boote pulled up as soon as he 
realised what had happened to 
render assistance. It cost him 
almost certain fourth placing. 

There was one other serious 
crash during the day. Terry 
Carkeek was taken to hospital 
with suspected back injuries 
after losing control of his ma- 


«chine in the A grade 250cc race. 


Wylie won the 250cc race on 
his TZ250 Hussar Yamaha to 
put himself very much in line 
,for victory in the New Zealand 
light-weight championship series. 


j Park 





by Paul Owen 
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maha TZ750) on his way to fourth in the | 
ly in the second heat. 


It was his third straight victory 
in the class and he needed only 
two more to put him out of 
reach of nearest rival Murray de 
Lacy (Hamilton). 

Trevor Discombe stepped on- 
to his smaller TZ350 Yamaha 
to win both the 350cc and 
500cc class races in impressive 
style. Stewart Avant, riding the 
TZ350 Yamaha raced by Gin- 
ger Molloy last season, was 
second in the 360cc event. 
Runner-up in the 500cc event 
was Wellington's Steve Dundon 
(500 Suzuki), gaining enough 
points to put him very much in 
the running for the national 
500cc championship aggregate. 








Round 4: 


Discombe tops scoring 
onTimaru battlefield 


“It is like a battlefield out there. I’ve never seen so many 





LATEST SUN BURST’ HEAD EIC 


AT BARGAIN PRICES 


ONCE ONY 
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guys trying to kill themselves in, my, life“... This was the 
reaction of one leading rider to’a succession of disast 


which characterised the fourth round of the Marlboro inter- 
national road racing series at Timaru’s Levels circuit. 


If this was an exaggeration, 
it was only a slight one. The 
ambulance was called out half 
adozen times to carry injured 
riders from the track and at one 
stage the helicopter, parked in 
the centre of the circuit, was 
preparing to fly one unconscious 
competitor to hospital. However, 
before he could be transferred 
to the helicopter he came round 





Australian Murray Sayle (750 Kawasaki) one of t 


in the Marlboro series. 


and informed the attendants 
that he was quite okay — apart 
from a broken arm. 

Thousands of dollars worth 
of damage was suffered by 
Competitors’ machines and the 
atmosphere of battle was sub- 
stantially increased when the 
12750 Yamaha of American 
Randy Cleek went up in smoke 
after he had crashed in the 
second leg of the international 
The throttle stuck open, Cleek 
went down and the bike 
exploded in a sheet of flame, 

It was a day which few of 
the top racers will retain fond 
memories of. But it wasa 
tremendous meeting for enter- 
tainment and excitement. Tho 
theory that Timaru isa small 
bike circuit was well and truly 


shattered as the big TZ750 
Yamahas and 750 Suzukis 
rocketed round the tricky 

circuit at record speeds. 


HONOURS SHARED 

Winning honours were shared 
by Cleek and fellow American 
Pat Hennen (750 Suzuki). Cleek 
won the first 20-lap race in 
brilliant style and this gave him 


-i¢- 3 


he most consistent performers 


a brief lead in the.series. A high 
Placing in the second leg would 
have put him in a favoured posi- 
tion for overall victory in the 
series but his spectacular crash 
ended all that. 

Hennen, who lost a chain in 
the first leg while riding in 
Cleek’s slipstream, won the 
second leg after a fantastic 
duel with Kiwi international 
John Boote (T2750). 

But the man who picked up 
the greatest amount of paints 
and the major share of the prize 
money was Hamilton inter- 
national Trevor Discombe 
(T2750 Yamaha). He was the 
only major contender in the 
Series to complete both legs. 

He was fourth in the first and 
third in the second, 


For defending champion 
Dale Wylie, who was favoured 
to win on the Timaru circuit, 
the bad luck started the day 
before the meeting during the 
practice, He was riding his 
TZ250 Yamaha down the back- 
straight when a pad on the front 
disc brake fell off. Wylie rocket- 
ed through a wooden sightscreen, 
breaking a wrist and suffering 
rib and ankle injuries as well. 

It was a dreadful blow 
because at the time he was just 
one point behind Hennen on 
aggregate using the ACU points 
scale. On the 40-to-one scale 
which was originally decided on 
he was more than 10 points in | 
the lead. The confusion over 
points appeared to be building up 
to a major protest. 

But after his crash, this no 
jonger mattered. 


BOOTE SUPREME 

In the preliminary races, John 
Boote was the supreme master, 
He won the A grade open scratch 
of 15 laps from Australian 
Murray Sayle (750 Kawasaki) 
and also the open racing class 
event over the same distance. 

But when the field for the 
first leg of the Marlboro inter- 
national was flagged away, Boote 
was missing from the grid. A 
short time before the start, a 
radiator hose had dropped off 
his Yamaha and the coolant 
had emptied onto the ground. 

Cleek and Hennen led the 
rush for the first bend. For the 
first four laps they circulated 
inches apart. Then, just as they 
flashed across the start-finish 
to begin the fifth lap, Hennen‘s 

+ chain flew off and he free- 
wheeled to a stop. 

This left Stewart Avant in 
second place and Sayle third. 
Avant, riding brilliantly, started 
to close on the American and 
for a time it looked as though 
he would catch him. But Cleek 
gota warning signal and 
managed to keep just out of 


18.2sec. 


But in the vital second leg; 
which Cleek had to win to stand 
a chance of winning the agare- 
gate for the series, his tortured 
rear slick punctured while he 
was in the lead at the half-way 
point. Hennen went on to give 
the big Suzuki 750 triple a fine 
victory. 

With his second placing in the 
first leg, this left him topping 
the points scoring for the mee- 
ting with 16, 

Next highest scorer was Kiwi 
star John Boote (T2750 
Yamaha), who was right up 
with the two talented Ameri- 
cans to score a third and a second 
representing 13 points, Boote 
rode well. Considering the 
speeds were vastly faster than 
anything ever seen at Ruapuna 
Park before, he did wonders to 
stay in contact. 

His lap times were regularly 
below 46sec and at one stage 
in the first !eg he briefly led 
Hennen. 


BOOTE UNHAPPY 

However, Boote was dis- 
satisfied with his performance. 
“| made too many mistakes’’, 
he said afterwards. ‘| will have 
to try and make up for it at the 
New Zealand airfield champion- 
ships (Wigram)’". 





challenging distance. 
Contd. on Pg. 15 





Wellington's Chris Olsen and Chris Sherley (Suzuki 750) let it all hang out on 


the a to victory in the first sidecar race at Timaru. They also won the 
Secor 






art 


Indonesian rider Sidarto Sa at work 





Kiwi international Jo! 
his TZ750 Yamaha. 
Perry 750 Suzuki. 
afterwards. 





Timaru between legs of the Marlboro races. 


hn Boote leading the 


id to , 
Leet or saght Suzukis could go, so fast”, said Bote 


XL - Z 
on his TZ750 Yamaha in the pits at 


nd Marlboro log at Timaru on 
‘Pat Honnen (USA) on the ex-Gooff| 





| 


But Boote’s younger bro- 
ther, Gary (TZ750 Yamaha), 
was even less happier. After a 
fine ride into fifth place in the ' 
first leg, which earned hima 
place on the front row of the 
grid, he crashed heavily in 
the esses on the first lap of the 
second leg and was taken to 
hospital with a suspected broken 
ankle. However, this later 
turned out to be no more than 
badly sprained, 

Another Kiwi to shine was 
fledgling international Stewart 
Avant (TZ750) Yamaha), who 
rode two very well judged 
races to be the third highest 
points scorer on the day, He 
also won the 350cc race in fine 
style. This was an incident 
packed event. 

Australian Jeff Sayle (TZ 
350 Yamaha) led for two laps. 
before crashing at the exit to 
the hairpin. This left Avant 
out front with Trevor Dsicombe 
(TZ350 Yamaha) working very 
hard to close the gap. He 
seemed to be succeeding until, 
on the fifth lap, he went over 
the limits of adhesion and 
his bike slid out from under him 
at the exit to the esses. Discombe 
somersalted 50yds along the 
track and onto the grass but 
was, apart from bruising, not 
hurt. 

However, this undoubtedly 
took the edge off his racing, 
although a sixth and a fifth in 
the two Marlboro legs was no 
disgrace. : 


RIDING TO WIN 

At the start of the meeting, 

Hennen led the series aggregate 
by a mere five points from Cleek. 
He knew that he could not 
afford to finish lower than 
second in either of the two legs, 
if Cleek won them. However, 

it never crossed his mind to ride 
for second place. “'! always 

ride to win, You'can't do 
anything else’, he told NZMCN.. 

He backed these words up 
in the first leg. He made a grand 
clutch start but it was John Boote 
who was first into the first turn. 
Boote's lead, alas, was short 
lived. When the field streamed 
past the start-finish for the first 
time, Hennen was in front with 
Boote and Cleek right on his 
tail. 

Hennen was still in the lead 
next time round but Cleek 
had found a gap and managed 
to slip passed Boote into second 
place. He quickly closed up on 
Hennen and on the third lap 
swept into the lead. zi 

Hennen clung to him grimly 
but eventually Cleek managed 
to make a break with a series 
of fantastic’sub 45sec laps. 
Hennen appeared to relax 
slightly in the middle stages 
and Boote, riding very hard, 
overtook him on the eleventh 
lap. But the big hearted 
Californian fought back and 
regained his second place a lap 
later. - 

The placings remained un- 
changed until the end. Avant 
carne through to claim fourth 
place. Australian Murray Sayle 
(750 Kawasaki) had looked 
promising early on but the 
thirteenth lap proved unlucky for 
him. The air-cooled triple 
nipped up and rather than risk 
a full seizure he throttled back 
and dropped back down the field 


was again first away but Cleek 
was right in his.slipstream. For 





lap on the Marlboro station wagon. 
Cleek and Pat Hennen. 








to finally finish seventh behind 
Discombe and Gary Boote. 


LEAD REDUCED 
This left Hennen still in the 


series lead but with a reduced 
margin over Cleek of three 
points. If Cleek won the 
second leg, he had to finish no 
lower than second to win the 
series. 


When the flag dropped, he 


a lap and a half, Cleek rode in 
second place. Then, with great 
timing and superb throttle 
control, he slipped passed. 
Hennen rallied and by the end 
of the third lap was back in, 
front. The pace was tremen- 
dous, John Boote, after only 
an average start, had worked 


his way into third place but was 


too far behind the battling 
leaders to issue a challenge. 


Round 5:Hennen finishes series 
on high note at Ruapuna Par 


It is not always the fastest who gets to where he is going first. This was superbly demon- 
strated by the little American junior champion, Pat Hennen, in the final meeting of the 
Marlboro international series at Ruapuna Park. 

Very much the fastest rider on the day was fellow 
American, 20-year-old Randy Cleek (TZ750 Yamaha). 
He won the first leg in brilliant fashion, lowering the lap 
record from 46,5sec to a fantastic 44sec in the process. 

His race time for 20 miles was also a record at 15min 


Report: Rod Dew 
Pictures: Brian Hopping 


The first three in the first leg of the final meeting at Ruapuna Park take a victory 
From left they are John Boote, Randy 


American junior champion Pat Hennen (Suzuki 750) heads for victory in the 
final leg at Ruapuna Park to clinch the series. 


there was also plenty of 
interest. Cleek, riding the 
machine originally brought to 
New Zealand for injured Phil 
McDonald, brilliantly won the 
10-lap, Mount Cook Airlines 
invitation race from John Boote. 
Murray Sayle slipped passed’ 
Hennen on the last lap to claim 
third place. 

Later, John Boote won the 
open racing class event over the 
same distance in an even faster 
time. Runner-up was brother 
Gary, whose improvement since 
the start of the series has been 
considerable, Wellington’s 
Paul McLachlan (TZ 750) 

claimed third. 


McCLEARY AGAIN 

Kevin McCleary (TA 125) 
again had the measure of New 
Zealand ultra lightweight grand 
prix champion Alister Mitchell 


English gentleman Piers Forester (Yamaha TZ750) leads promising newcomer 


Steve Maxwell (Yamaha TZ350) into Ruapune Park's right-hander. 
On the fifth lap, Cleek, using 


the slightly superior perfor- 
mance of his Yamaha, finally 
got back into the lead and 


proceeded to draw away. Then, 


‘on the tenth lap, his rear tyre 
went flat and he was 


forced to pull off into the infield, 
It signalled the end of his.series 


hopes, 
Hennen went on to win. 
comfortably in 15min 18,2sec, 


Boote cruised into a good second 
with Murray Sayle riding a very 


consistent race for third place. 
Cleek's fastest lap before 


retiring was 44,34sec. This can 


be compared with Hennen'‘s 
best of 45.42sec, 
In the supporting events, 


(TA 125 Yamaha) in the eight- 
lap 125cc race. 

Defending national 250cc 
champion Murray de Lacy 
(Auckland) won the 250cc 
race on his Yamaha and with 
Dale Wylie, the leader on points, 
now sidelined seems set to 
retain his title. 

The production races were 
both fine battles between Christ- 
church riders Owen Galbraith 
and lan Miles, both riding 750 
Kawasakis. Galbraith, the 
production “King” of Ruapuna, 
won both races, 

National sidecar champions 
Paul Corbett and Stu Forbes * 
(Blenheim) had similar success 

Contd. on Py. 15 
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Langbein charged in front 
to win all three heats of the 
500cc class with a fine display; 
‘often his penchant for reckless- 
ness leaving the large crowd 
gasping. 

His: maximum points took 
him to fourth in the Gold Star 
series with one round remain- 
ing in Christchurch. 

Apart from Langbein the rest 
of the honours belonged to 
Garden City racers, Peter Ter- 
race and Graeme Stapleton. 

Terrace glided over the rug- 
ged Cable Bay circuit to win 
all’ three heats of the 125cc 
class and Stapleton increased 
his lead in the 250cc division. 

The Cable Bay course, which 
took toll of bikes and riders, 
was unforgettable. It was three 
quarters of a mile of alternately 
dusty and muddy jumps, twists, 
drops, curves, downhills and 


bumps. , 
Several riders had minor 


injuries: The worst was Christ- 
church rider Larry Ross, who is 
leading the 125cc class and se- 
cond in the 250cc class. 

He hit a tree root while 
leading the first heat of the 
250cc class. He was taken to 
hospital with a suspected broken 
collarbone. 

Terrace. was the most im- 
pressive rider on display. In 
the first heat of the 125s Larry 
Ross caught a flier, but was 
passed on lap three by Terrace. 
While closing the gap Ross stalled 
and Terrace cruised through for 
a comfortable win. 

Terrace headed the flailing 

jOstingsPack. into, first. cor- 
PaaS Rea ne URONE 
chunks of dirt and a bunch of 
riders led by Blenheim’s Dun- 
can McCullum close behind. 

After a close dice with Mc- 









Langbd 
Nelson 


‘idi if ii i ke up 
Only superb riding by Nelson’s Brian Langbein bro! 
the Seal dominance of Christchurch riders in the pen- 
ultimate race in a series of six for the Gold Star moto- 
cross championship at Cable Bay, Nelson. 





2 les e 
first two heats, but Langbein 


ein moves up 


Gold Star M 


Cullum, Terrace edged in front 
for the win and completed the 
last heat with smooth riding, 
the result being a formality. 
This class lost much glamour 
when Ross was forced out. 
Probably New Zealand’s most 
versatile racer, Graeme Staple- 
ton provided the excitement in 
the 250cc class. He fell in the 
first heat became jumbled at the 
rear of the big field, but edged 
through the heavy traffic in 
great fashion to lead fellow 
Cantabrian Robert Happer across 


theline. 4 
Coming into the last lap in 


the. second heat Stapleton, well 
in front, decided to put caution’s 
hand on the throttle, sailing 
quietly through the creek he 
normally flew over. However 
his bike spluttered and died on 
the bank allowing three riders 
passed him. 

Stapleton piled on the speed 
and showed his‘class to work up 
to second place, exploding across 
the line just behind Happer. 

Stapleton took revenge in the 
last heat, roaring away and was 
never sighted in the biggest win 
of the day. 

Local rider Brian Langbein 
produced a relentless seige of 
the field in the 500cc class. 

Langbein, who has entered 
only three of the five races so 
far this season, showed the over- 
all title could have been his. 

He charged ahead in all three 
heats leaving the rest in his 
wake. 

The only opposition came 
from Christchurch’s Gary Norris 





powered away on his 400cc 
Maico to take the last heat very 
easily. 








Triple 125cc class winner, Peter 
«Terrace (Suzuki). 

This brand of motor-cycle 
mayhem provided much excite- 
ment and thrills to a large 
holiday crowd. 

Results: — 

125cc, race 1: P. Terrace (Christ- 
church), Suzuki 1; L. Ross (Christ- 
church), Suzuki 2; P. Cox (Christ- 
church), Suzuki 3; S. Duff (Christ 
church) Kawasaki 4. Race 2: Terrace 
1, D. McCallum (Blenheim) Honda 
2; T. Van Geldermalsen (Nelson) 
Honda 3; Duff 4. Race 3: Terrace 1, 
McCallum 2, Van Geldermalsen 3, 
Cox 4, 

250cc race 1: G. Stapleton (Christ- 
church) Kawasaki 1; R. Happer 
(Christchurch) Honda 2; R. Boyce 
Blenheim CZ 3; D. Boyce (Blenheim) 
Husq 4. Race 2: Happer 1, Staple 
ton 2; R. Boyce 3; D. Frampton 
(Nelson) Suzuki 4. Race 3:,Staple- 
ton 1, R. Boyce 2; D. Boyce 3; 
Happer 4. 

500cc race 1: B. Langbein (Nel- 
son) Maico 400cc 1; G. Norris 
(Christchurch) Yamaha 500 2; J. 
Penny (Christchurch) Maico 450, 3; 
Race 2: Langbein 1; Norris 2; J. 
Smallbone (Christchurch) Maico 400 
3. Race 3: Langbein 1; Norris 2; 
K, Kilgour (Blenheim) Yamaha 500, 
3. 





points in Gold Star 
series: — 

126cc (after four races): L. Ross 
Christchurch) 83, 6B. Carpinter 


Christchurch) 62..0P. rac: 








races): G. leton (Christchurch’ 
71, L. Ross 61, R. Happer (Christ- 
church) 59. 500cc (after five races): 
G. Norris (Christchurch) and D. Sin- 
cock (Christchurch) 109, J. Penny 
(Christchurch) 66, B. Langbein 50. 





Boote, riding the only Ya- 
maha TZ 750 in evidence at the 
meeting, captured both open 
class events and took his 250cc 
Yamaha to second place 
behind Hamilton’s Murray de 
Lacy, also Yamaha mounted, 
in the New Zealand 250cc TT 
championship race. 

Woodley rode his Yamaha 
TZ 350 to a hard pressed victory 
in the 500cc race and also won 
the 350cc race. He came second 
to Boote in the first.open class 
event. id 

The feature-event, the Gis- 
borne Herald Unlimited GP, 
had the makings of an exciting 
finish, with Woodley and 
Hamilton flyer, Ralph Hannan 
(Yamaha RD/TR9) right on 
Boote's tail until the sixth lap, 
Then the race was halted to 
enable the ambulance to attend 
a fallen rider. From the restart, 
Boote went into an undisputed 
lead, the motor of Woodley’s 
machine having decided to quit 
during the interval. 

Hannan settled into second 
spot and behind him two pro- 
duction Kawasaki 750's piloted 





by R. Freeth and C, Waught 
tussled for third, with Freeth 
finally getting the nod. 


In the previous open scratch 
race Boote led all the way on 
his big Yamaha, leaving Woodley 
and Hannan to dispute second 
place in his wake. Marty Bayliss 
followed on his Yamaha TZ 350. 


BOOTE AND WOODLEY 
SHINE AT GISBORNE GP 


South Islanders Gary Boote and John Woodley niade 
profitable diversions from their hectic Marlboro series 
schedules by competing in the second annual Gisborne 
Grand Prix road races. Held on the 2.6-mile‘street Circuit, 
the meeting attracted only a few of the top local solo 
riders and none-of the Marlboro overseas competitors. But 
the leading sidecar crews, including Australians Holmes and 
Rees with their big Yoshimura Honda outfit, turned up and 
provided some spectacular racing. 


laps was hard pressed by 
Rotorua’s D. Keenan on another , 
of the Yamaha twins. 

Hannan dropped his Yamaha 
during the 500cc race while 
chasing Woodley, but he was 
able tO continue later in the 
day. His departure handed the 
race to the Blenheim rider with 
Bayliss moving up to second 
Place and de Lacy to third. 

The same three riders filled 
the 350cc race results, 

Sidecar champions Paul Cor- 
bett and Stu Forbes (Suzuki 750) 
dominated the three-wheel events 








Blenheim’s John Woodley (Yamaha TZ 350) at Gisborne. 


NZ 250 TT 

Murray de Lacy dem 5 
ted the style which imade his 
the 1973/74 national 250cc 
road race champion by convin- 
cingly winning the NZ 250 TT 
face on his TD3 Yamaha. Boote 
followed at a respectable 
distance and for much of the 12 


but his success was undoubted- 
ly helped by the unfortunate 
demise of the Australian “Stork” 
Outfit. Holmes and Rees were 
leading the first chair race when 
their Yoshimura Honda blew up 
eliminating them not only from ; 
further races at Gisborne but 


Contd on Py 15 





The giant Japanese 
Honda company has had 
an enviable reputation for 
producing machines of 
sound design and 
exceptional quality over a 
long period. But there was 
nothing really exciting 
about them — at least, not 
until recently. Now a 
distinct sporting image 
has been injected to the 
range without losing the 
qualities which earned the 
company such a_ huge 
following. 


A prime example of the new 
thinking at Honda headquarters 
Is the new CB360 win, which has 
replaced the very workmanlike 
CB350 but, somehow, the 
designers have managed to make 
It look a much more spirited and 


emeinteresting mount. 


The popularity It has gained in 
the relatively short time — jess 


Ahan2 months — it has been 


available in New Zealand 
Suggests that the changes have 
won more than just acceptance. 

The power comes from an 


orthodox overhead camshaft, 
two-cylinder four-stroke engine 
andthe frame, although 


geometrically different from that 
used for the CB350, Is typically 
Honda with Its single down-tube 
at the front. 
However, the machine Is very 
= much a new model in the full 
sense of the word. Few of the 
mechanical parts are Inter- 
changeable with Its more staid 
Predecessor and It would be a 
big mistake to label it nothing 
more than a swept up CB350. 


MORE CUBES 


The changes which have been 
wrought In relation to the CB350 
are many and varied. The most 
obvious one Is the Increase In 
capacity. The size of the engine 
Is now outside the 


accepted limit of 350cc for a 


once « 


mid-range roadster. It displaces 
956cc. Many will regret. this 
deviation from what was once 
normal and one cannot help 
wondering If manufacturers who 
Produce machines between the 
established capacities are doing 


any great service to motor- 
cycling. 

However, that Is a question 
which should perhaps be 


debated elsewhere. In. spite of 
the CG360's Increased size, the 
maximum brake horsepower Is in 
fact two less than the 36 of the 
old CB360. This is a move which 
many manufacturers appear to 
have been following — detuning 
their engines slightly to improve 
tractibility and low speed torque. 

As far as the CB360 Is 
concerned, this Is definitely not 
a step backwards when other 
features of the engine are taken 
into account, 

Maximum power is achieved at 
9200rpm, which is exactly 
1300rpm slower than the old 
CB350 reached Its maximum. 


The CB360-G Is approximately 
the same length as the CB350 
but Its wheelbase of 53in Is 1in 
greater, It Is half an Inch 
narrower at 30.5In and Its height 
at 44.3in is an Increase of nearly 





2in. But the most Important 
change In the dimensions 
concerns the weight. The 
CB360-G tips the scales at 
357lbs — 14 Ibs less than the 
CB350. 

These alterations have all 


contributed to improved handling 
— not that the CB350 was 
by any means unmanageable. 
The handling Is now a little more 
refined, although the height does 
seem a little much when one first 
sets off. If it was possible to 
lower the seat an Inch or two, 
the machine would be even 


This must, at least, be Jan. It-Is;now: 
Indication of tonger"enanevt aaa ARE eT icar lester 


Not that the CB350_had any fault 
In this direction. Torque Is, of 
course, Improved. 

The engine of the test Honda 
— borrowed from Holand's 
Motor-cycles Limited — certainly 
had Its power spread well 
through Its revolution range. In 
the highest of Its six gears it 
would pull without snatch from 
as low as 2000rpm, There 
seemed to be no clearly defined 
power band. The power simply 
increased smoothly and 
progressively as the speed of the 
engine Increased. The useful 


range was between 3000 and 


10,000rpm. 


SIX GEARS 


This was so great that one 
could not help but wonder what 


prompted the Increase from five _ 


gears to slx. There appeared to 
be no real advantage to be 
gained from the new gearbox, 
although it Is beautifully made 
and a Joy to use. Racing changes 
without the use of the clutch 
could be made very easlly. 


who complained about the 
Present handling. The machine 
can be swung through bends 
with almost total disregard for 
the road surface. The balance is 
excellent, the suspension takes 
care of the worst. undulations 
and pot holes in Impressive 
fashion and the tyres keep thelr 
grip of the surface in a very 
comforting manner. The 
Progressive power of the engine 
allows one to use It much 
more liberally than with most 
other mounts of similar size. 

The CB360-G was outstanding 
on the hills, Some of the 
steepest Inclines on the Cash- 
mere Hills could be climbed In 
the higher gears without any 
sign of the engine fading. Being 
a four-stroke, the engine braking 
was very effective. 


HYDRAULIC DISC 


If this was not sufficient to 
slow the machine, there was 
always the very efficient 
hydraulic brake on the front to 
fall back on, Repeated panic 








stops failed to Induce any 
lessening of the efficiency of 
this. It Is much Improved over 
the drum unit used on its 
predecessor. 

The controls of the Honda are 
all easily accessible, although 
some riders will be critical of the 
decision to keep the ignition key 
switch underneath the front of 
the fuel tank. The fuel tank could 
also be Improved on. This has 
the capacity of only slightly 
more than two gallons (11 litres), 
which at an average speed of 50 
miles an hour Is good for only 
about 150 miles. At speeds In 
the vicinity of 80 miles an hour 
— the Honda could cruise all day 
at this if traffic regulations 
permitted — the fuel consump- 
tlon increases to 50 miles per 
gallon. . 
~ Top speed Is In the vicinity of 
110 miles an hour. 

The overall finish and attention 
to detail Is up to the highest 
Honda standards. Such things as 
electric starter and twin throttle 
cables are standard fittings. The 
disc brake even has a cover to 
prevent stones becoming 
embedded in the pads. 

Summing up, the Honda 
CB360-G is a particularly 
functional sports —_ roadster 
capable of coping with city 
trafflc and long Journeys equally 
well. Its appearance, with Its 
upswept exhaust pipes and disc 
brake, Is much more sporting 
than the CB350 — even If the 








The Honda CB 360G — a 
functional sports road: 





engine does not have the “Sting” 
normally associated with sports 
roadsters. It Is superbly design- 
ed, the standard of manufacture 
is very high and It should give a 
high trouble-free mileage, 

In New Zealand, it retails at 
$1295. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 
( s y 


Engine, 
single overhead camshaft four- 
stroke twin; displacement, 356 
c.c. (21.7cu In); _ maximum 
power, 34 B.H.P. at 9200 r.p.m.; 
bore and stroke, 67.0 x 50,6 
m.m. (2.638 x 1.992in); trans- 
mission, six-speed; fuel 
capacity, 2.2 imperial gallons (11 | 
Witres); fuel reserve, 0.6 imperial 
gallon (2.5 litres); overall length, 
2040 m.m. (80.3in); overall 
width,-775 m.m (30.5in); overall 
height, 1125 m.m_ (44.3in); 
wheelbase, 1345 m.m (53.0in); 
dry weight, 162kg (357Ibs); front 
tyre, 3.00 -18 4PR; rear tyre, 
3.50-18 4PR; electrical system, 
12v; starting, electric and kick; 
brakes, disc at front and drum at 





rear. 


acme 








Displacing 356cc, the twin- 
cylinder ohc four-stroke engine 
Is slightly detuned. 












New Zealand  globe- 
trotting international Ivan 
Miller (400 Suzuki) gained 
an overwhelming win in the 
final of Whakatane’s $1000 
moto-cross spectacular’ Not 
even national champion and 
Suzuki team-mate Peter 
Ploen could keep him in 
sight. 

More than 150 entries were 
received for the meeting includ- 
ing NZ stars Ploen, Morley 

. Shirriffs, Peter Boyle, Laurie 
Love, Les O’Brien, Ashley Major 
and many more. But the man 
who caused the most excite- 
ment was undoubtedly Miller. 
This was his first ‘Northern’ 
appearance and‘also his first 
ride against New Zealand's best 
riders. Two overseas riders also 
turned up to give the meeting 
an International tone, Australia 
domiciled Kiwi Brian Martin 
and Australian Chris Dixon 
riding under M and D numbers 
both on Yamahas. 

One minor disappointment 
was the absence of Moss Smith, 
who was walking around the 
track nursing a badly bruised 
hand. He was obviously saving 
it for the Pall Mall NZ Cham- 
pionship semi-finals later in the 
month, 

The moto-cross was run as 
an elimination contest with every 


rider having two chances to 
qualify for the quarter finals. 
Every race from then on was an 
instant knockout so it was all 
‘on’ from start to finish in every 
race, Ivan Miller, riding a trio 
of Suzuki's (not all at once), a 


yritory 
Miller in 
tane MX 


for 


125, a 250 and a 400, was un- 
beatable anywhere on the track 
all day and he won every race 
he entered. Just to rub it in, 
he led from start to finish as 
well. He chose to ride his 400 
in the main event as the longish 
straight was too good to waste 
onasmaller machine. + 






An unknown comp 
By Jeff Cross 





Photos: Peter Young 





At the end of this straight was 
a mud hole that could be jump- 
ed if attacked with enough 
squirt on. Neither lvan nor any 
other top riders touched the 
mud all day but some of the 
slower riders decided to taste it 
and check to see if it was real 
+... itwasl 

The four fastest men on the 
day were lined up in the final 
race, All machines were being 
revved to keep them crisp for 
the all important drag to the 
first turn, The start led up a 
small hill to a drop off which 
claimed the odd rider during the 
meeting. Ploen, an old master 


at the rubber band start (Miller 
was not too keen on this me- 









Ross Horsburgh (Honda) presses on to fifth place at Whakatane. 


af 





itor crests a steep rise during the Whakatane $1000 MX. 


of starting after a minor 
hed with it earlier in the day) 
was first away and was first to 
leap off the drop-away : 
Then number 0 came over but 
he was 15ft higher than Ploen 
and thus landed farther in front. 
That was the last Ploen saw of 
Miller in that race, Miller con: 
tinued at about a million miles 
an hour, lapped the whole field 
and was within sight of Ploen 
again when the chequered flag 
fell. 
Results: Quartor Finals: 
Ivan Millor (Suzuki) 1; Brian Miller 





(Suzuki) 2; ashley Baler (Yamaha) 
Suzi b 
ree poraburgl (Honda) 1; 
Warren Lambess (Yamaha) 2; Pater 
Moslem (Suzuki) 3; Rod Shieriffs 
(Honda) 4. Fourth! G. Trudgen 
4; Frank Makie (Suzuki) 2; Wayne 
Woodford (Honda) 3; Rick Ranby, 
(Suzuki) oe 
-Finals 
Ca Miller Sr nator Yee 
ki) 2; - 
eH (eal Gibbons (Honda) 4, 


Horsburgh (Honda) 1; 
peetvamaha) 2; Brian Mar- 
) 3; Rod Shirriffs (Honda) 






tin (Yamal 

Final: 
‘Miller (Suzuki) 1; Petor Ploon 

(Suzuki) 2; Ashley Major {Yamaha} 


. maha) 4; Ross 
3; Brian Martin (Yai ry White 








; John Gibbons (Honda) 5; Gi 
Syomer B js (Suzuki) 4. Horsburgh (Honda) Oi ay 
Socond: wood 
Poter Ploon (Suzuki) 1; Terry Zohs 











“Results on the track prove for themselves CONTI’S reliability, 


ALLAN COLLISON says . . 


handling and performance’. 
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Ast 
Ist 


Call_in to 
Continental 
tyres, 


RIDE ON CONTI'S THIS SUMMER 


Distributed throughout New Zealand by E,W. Pidgeon & Co. Ltd. 


Timaru Production Race 
Ruapuna Production Race 





2nd 
1st 


your local Motorcycle dealer and ask to see the 
range of high performance road and cross country 


Castrol Six Hour Race 
Porirua G.P. 





| Not at the meeting and neither 













Forty-first NZ TT 
to Wellington S 
Steve Du 


Run at Pukekohe, the 41st New Zealand 500 TT was a 


classic win for Steve Dundon (Wel 


gton) who led from 


start to finish on his TR500 Suzuki. Peter Leahy (Auck- 
land) moved straight into second place but could not hold 
out Steve Maxwell (Tauranga) who got past on the fifth 


lap. 

By the tenth lap these three 
riders were in a group on their 
own and moved further ahead 
of the field as the race pro- 
gressed. Graeme Crosby had 
been riding well in fourth place 
until the 11th lap when he 
retired with machine trouble. 

Brian Smith then took over 
fourth place and led the second 
group of riders from Bob Hal- 
dane (Auckland), Dave Ogden, 
(Auckland), Ralph Hannan and 
lan Disney, who were the only 
riders left on the same lap at 
the end. 

Some of the interest went 
out of the race when it was 
found - that Ginger Molloy 
(Harley-Davidson) and Austra- 








event. Trevor Discombe was 
were Dale Wylie or Stewart 
Avant. Molloy and Steele were 
both in the pits but having 
trouble with their machinery. 

The Boote brothers from 
Christchurch started the meeting 
in grand style in the group A 
open racing class event. John 
took the lead from Ken Flet- 
cher (Auckland) with brother 
Gary in third place. The three 
riders had a great tussle for the 
eight laps on their big 700cc 
Yamahas. No matter how hard 
he tried Fletcher could not 
avoid being the meat in the 
sandwich as John Boote held 
command all the way. Stephen 
Dundon showed his liking for 
the course by taking fourth 
Place on his 500 Suzuki, ahead 
of Steve Maxwell. 

The race for classic machines 
was a little bit of an anti- 
climax with only six. starters, 
It developed into a battle be- 
tween the Manx Nortons of 
Hugh Anderson: and Ray Lau- 
rent. Anderson held the lead 
for three laps before the bigger 
500cc of Laurent took the lead, 
Anderson, on a 350cc model, 
took second place with Brian 
Schimanski on a Norton 
Dominator third. 

_ Following the TT was the 
first round of the South Pacific 
Grand Prix production cham- 
pionship (245-400cc), This 
Proved to be a real thriller over 
the first seven laps as Murray 
Hill (Yamaha RD350), Martyn 
Aiken (Kawasaki $3) and 
Warren North (Yamaha RD350) 
had another battle for Placings 
with the lead continually chan- 
ging. Behind them another scrap 
was going on for fourth Place 
between Shane Laurent (Roto- 
rua) riding a Yamaha RD and 
Jeremy Madley (Auckland) on 
yet another Yamaha RD, 

The leading scrap finally 
came to a head on the eighth 





by Alan Clark 


.lap with Aiken in the lead and 
North and Hill trying to out- 
brake him as they came up to 
the hairpin. The outbraking ~ 
bit worked as they both shot 
past but then found they could 
not turn and both disappeared 
over the grass banking. Aiken 
moved back into an unbeatable 
lead and a couple of minutes 
later Murray Hill came riding 
back up the grass to carry on 
and still take second place, 
North was on his feet but un- 
able to continue. Madley had 
won his scrap and moved up 
into third place with Laurent 
fourth, Grant Nichol of Auck- 
land just made it over the line 
for fifth, place. with. Paul Grife 
















inally came the first round — 
of the 401cc open production 
section. 

This proved to be a repeat of 
the qualifying race with a battle 
between Graeme Crosby and 
Alan Collison, riding the big 





. Kawasaki 750 H2s. With the 


lead changing hands round the 
back of the circuit it was Crosby 
always crossing the line in the 
lead for the full 12 laps. These 
two pulled away from the field 
to make it a private battle. 
Eric Bone led the next group 
through to take third place with 
Rodger Freeth (Auck) fourth, 
The second open racing class 
for group A riders was another 
repeat of the opening race of the 
day. _ The only variation was 
this time Ken Fletcher started 
better and took the lead for 
three laps before John Boote 
went into the lead: Gary Boote 
came up to challenge Fletcher 
but Ken was determined that it 
was not going to be a one two 
for the Levi team. John Boote 
came home the winner from 
Fletcher with Gary Boote third. 
Group A open racing class: 
John Boote 1, 
John Bote Ken Fletcher 2, Gary 
Ist qualifying South Pacific GP 
Murray Hill 1, Mai 
Worren North 3. A ope 
lassic machine race: Ray Lau- 
rent 1, Hugh 
Simon ua Anderson 2, Brian 
Qualifying South Pacific GP 
Graeme Crosb 
ErcBone SEA 1, Alan Collison 2, 
roup B open racing class: Paul 
Sawyer 1, Martyn Aik ‘ 
Stephonsin 3. ‘on 2, Robert 
© Tourist Trophy: Ste- 
Phen Dundon 1, Si Maxwel 
pater seby 3. ise ws 
uth Pacific GP round 1; 
400cc Martyn Aiken 1, Murty Mi 
G earerny Medley <3. 401-Open 
Erle Bone 3, ing aig 
iroup A open racing class: J 
poe 1, Ken Flotcher 2, Gory Boots 


Consolation 245-400 production: 
Dean Beatson 1, Chris Leach 2, 
Marvin Smith 3, by . 


Consolation 401-opan production 


ur Harman 1, David 
stone 2, Mark Pavievitch 3, ee 





In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at home and 


abroad. 


The Ivan Mauger-Barry Briggs 
World Champions’ Troupe is 
here again and early indications 
are that the standard of racing 
will be even higher than it was 
in the initial series last season. 
At the time of writing, two of 
the seven meetings scheduled for 
New Zealand had been com- 
pleted and the biggest shock of 
these was the double defeat of 
reigning world champion Anders 
Michanek, of Sweden. 

Mitch threatened to pull out 
of the series just a few days 
before the opening meeting at 
Christchurch’s Templeton Sta- 
dium. He wanted to stay in 
Australia. But a few trans- 
Tasman ‘phone calls soon had 


him rearranging his travelling 
arrangements. 

He finally flew into Christ- 
church just three hours before 


the meeting was due to start — 
minus all his racing gear. It 
had been mislaid during the 


seeeeestlight. He finished up taking to 


the track in leathers borrowed 
from former New Zealand test 
stamvAllan Brown, at present 
having a rest from racing. 

But Mitch didn’t do too well. 
He scraped into the final but 
was never really in the hunt. 
Ivan Mauger left us all trailing 
in his dirt. | came home second, 
well clear of Michanek, who 
managed third ahead of English 
test star John Louis. 

MAUGER WINS : 

Ivan really deserved his win, 
although he was beaten twice 
in the heats — once by Louis 
and once by 1971 world cham- 
Pion, Ole Olsen, of Denmark. 
Ole and John looked to be the 
two to beat early on as they 
recorded the fastest race times. 
But Ole failed to reach the 
final after finishing third be- 
hind Ivan and me in the semi- 
finals. 

In a way, it was rough jus- 
tice for Ole, who was making 
his first racing appearance since 
that disastrous crash which eli- 
minated him from the last world 
final at Gothenberg. My bike 
_ hadn't been going too well in 

the heats and Olsen sportingly 
made a few adjustments to the 
carburettor on my bike. 
outcome of this was that | 
headed him off for a place in 
the final. : 

On my early form that night, 
| certainly didn’t deserve a place 
inthe final, It was only in the 
final that | started to get to 
grips* with the situation, Still, 
in this sort of company, it was 
very comforting to find | could 


still hold my own. 
The other members of the 


troupe — world long track 
champion Egon Muller (West 
Germany), Swedish test rider 
Tommy Jansson, American 
Scott Autrey and that great 
Kiwi, Barry Briggs, all showed 
good form but were a little in- 
consistent,  Briggo, who had 
incredibly bad Juck with his 
machinery in the last English 
season, was again, handicapped. 


when the gremlins got into his 
motor. He ended up borrow- 


ing: bikes, none of which suited 
his style, and was eliminated in 


= 


MAUGER — unbeaten in series so 
Ir 


the semi-finals. 

Muller, who complained" of 
the “tiny little corners’ at 
Templeton, improved as the 
night wore on and before long 
| think he will be a force to 





contend with in speedway. In- 
cidentally, in Germany he has 
a pop record in the top 10. 
He's quite a lad. 


INVERCARGILL 

The second meeting was held 
at Invercargill’s new track the 
following day. Ivan was again 
the winner-of the final but this 
time Ole Olsen claimed. the 
second placing he so thoroughly 
deserved. Briggo came to light 
in a big way to finish third with 
Tommy Jansson fourth. 

| dropped out in the semi- 
finals but | was in good com- 
pany. Reigning world cham- 
pion Michanek also failed to 
reach the final. 

This was a splendid meeting, 
which drew the biggest crowd 
{ever to watch a speedway mee- 
ting in Southland. Some of the 
People, | am sure, had never 
seen a speedway meeting before. 
| was in the first race and when 
‘we headed into the first bend | 
/could sense them all stepping 
back from the safety fence in 
amazement. They were, at 
first, unable to appreciate how 
we could get round the corners 
without slackening off. 

Points after the first two 
meetings are: Ivan Mauger 10, 
Ole Olsen 5, Ronnie Moore 5, 
Anders Michanek 4, Tommy 
Jansson 3, John Louis 3, Egon 
Muller 1, Scott Autrey 1. 

The remaining meetings are: 
Stratford, January 11; Napier, 
January 14; Wellington, Feb- 
ruary 22; Auckland, March 1; 


and one other. Two other 
meetings are scheduled for 
Australia. 


ITALIAN VISITOR 

Big surprise recently was the 
unheralded arrival: in Christ- 
church of the Italian champion, 
Guiseppe Marzotto, complete 
with mechanic. He has now 
bought a bike and is showing - 
‘spectacular’form. Apparently, 
he has come to New Zealand to 
learn more about how to race on 
speedway. Can't think why he 
chose Christchurch to come to! 


Tommy Jansson, who provided the 
reigning world champion Anders Mic! 
Tommy is in New Zealand with the W. 


Former world champion Ole ‘Olsen (Denmark) leads Englishman John Louis in 
an official practice for the first round of the World Champions’ series at 


Templeton. 





surprise of the season when he defeated 
hanek to win the Swedish championship. 
lorld Champions’ troupe. 





The - 





After secret tests at 
Hackney, World Finalist 
and Ipswich Speedway cap- 
tain, John Louis, announced 
that he will be using the 
new Weslake engine in 
Challenge matches at the 
start of the 1975 Speed- 
way season. 

Louis thought the engine was 
very impressive but will keep 
his final judgement until he 
uses it under actual race con- 
ditions. However, his four lap 
time around the Hackney bow! 





was 1.6 seconds faster than was 
recorded by a brand-new Jawa. 

Grass track star, Don Godden, 
will be using the Weslake for 
all his: future grass and long 
track events both in England 
and on the Continent. 

Said Godden, who organised 
the test: ‘The Weslake is better 
than anything else on the mar- 
ket for track events because it 
is a four-valve engine which 
means a_ better performance 
than the two valve engines 
which are being used yat the 
present time, It has a much 
lighter head and valves, making 
the bike much easier to throw 





Future Looks Good 
For Weslake Engine 






around, 

Its potential when fully de- 
veloped should be around 58hp 
which is only a conservative 
estimate. This compares fa- 
vourably with the 52hp achieved 
by Ivan Mauger’s Jawa before 
his 1974 World Long Track and 
Speedway Finals’. 

However the Weslake does 
have one drawback. The cost 
in the UK is 420 pounds sterling 
for the engine alone, whereas 
the present price of a com- 
plete Jawa is 450 pounds 
sterling. 


John Louis tests the Weslake at Hackney 


by Mike Patrick 





. Road racing enthusiasts will have to wait another year 
-before seeing international 


Keith Turher compete on a 


works Benelli on New Zealand circuits. 


Turner was to have ridden a 
works Benelli 500cc four in 
this year’s Marlboro series but 
a deal between the manufac- 
turers and the New Zealand 
distributors, Dalhoff and King 
Ltd, fell through. 

Instead Turner, who was se- 
cond to Agostini in the world 
500cc championships in 1971, 
is competing in the Marlboro 
meetings and other races — on 
a production 650 Benelli 
Tornado, However, Turner 
should soon have a-six-cylinder 
750cc Benelli to race until the 
500 works machine gets here. 

Dalhoff and King will be 
importing a works machine for’ 
next year’s series. It is hoped 
Turner will ride both a 350cc 
and 500cc machine next season. 

The six was first introduced 


MILLER’S DROP 


(Story from Jeff Cross) 
at Whangamata 


Twang. ....9g. The rubber 
start gate pulls back and two 
RN 400 Suzuki's spray the rest 

of the field with dirt. Ploen and 
Miller down the main straight 
wi mith in hot pursuit. 
The first right hander comes 
and goes with no change. The 
hill is cleaned and passed, then - 
a tight left hander and still 

Ploen and Miller battling side by 
side, numbers O and 1 out front 
with number 2 right in behind 
hoping for just one slip, one 
mistake... . 

The two leaders approach the 
steep drop, neither rider prepared 
to slow down and give the other 
an easy line down and along 
the reservoir bank... . some- 
one’s got to go. . .. Sure enough, 
lvan Miller comes over the top 
and hits the ruts with his wheel 
ona slight angle. At that speed 
the only way to go is down. 

Ploen went on to win this 
race and every other A Grade 
race as Miller gave up after his 
spill. Moss Smith benefited 
from the mistake he was waiting 
for and moved into 2nd spot 
with Hamilton’s Laurie Love on 
a Suzuki RH250 snapping at 
his heels. 

In the lower grades some 
exciting tussles developed with 
some real ‘dogfights’ between 
John Gibbons on a Honda, 

Gary Whitaker on a Yamaha and 
Steve Burgess on a Kawasaki. 
These three men swapped 
Places all day, 

In the C Grade Te Kuiti 
man Neil Pascoe on a Yamaha 
YZ 125 showed the rest of the 

. Pack a clean pair of knobs in 
every race. He was followed 
home by a ‘thousand or so’ 
125's all revving their little 
hearts out. 

All taken in it was an exciting 
day — the only disappointment 
being the spill of Ivan Miller 
and his consequent non-appear- 
ance in later races, 

Result of The Feature race 
of the day: 

Ploen, Suzuki RN 400 1; 
Smith, Yamaha YZ 360M 2; 
Love Suzuki RH 250, 3; Martin 
Yamaha YZ 360M 4; Major, 
Yamaha YZ 360, 5, 
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by Benelli about two years ago 
when magazine testers raved 
about its smoothness, wide 
power band, handling, braking, 
and appearance. 

There were some criticisms 
—.mainly the fuel capacity, 
acceleration, and positioning of 
the exhaust pipes, which pre- 
cluded excessive cornering. 

Most of these problems have 
been ironed out. The weight 
has been reduced from 520Ib 
by some 100lbs, and the brake 
horse power rating on the back 
wheel lifted from 65 to 76. 
Benelli says the 750 will cover 
the quarter mile in 11.6 secs. 
Even if this is slightly exagge- 
rated, the Benelli is sure to be 
in the front runners especially 
amongst the four strokes. 





BOOTES SPONSORED 


Levi Strauss (New Zealand) 
Limited have agreed to sponsor 
both John and Gary Boote in 
road racing this year for an 
undisclosed but substantial 
sum. John, winner of the 
Malaysian, Penang and Selangor 


~ grand priagracesiimSouth Easter 


Asia last year, was already — 
riding under the sponsorship of 
Levi's. His younger brother, 
Gary, who is still only 18, 
has now been brought into:the 
team. 

Gary started racing in 1972 
at the tender age of 16 in his 
home town of Christchurch. 
Initially, he showed a liking for 
scrambles but a:minor injury 
forced him to withdraw. 

It was then that he turned 
to road racing at brother 
John's suggestion. In his first 
season, he showed potential 
by finishing runner-up in the 
Canterbury 350cc production 
championship and claimed the 
same position in the open 
production events at the 1973 
New Zealand Grand Prix 
meeting at Ruapuna Park. 

In the 1973-74 season, he 
was first in the Canterbury 
§00ce championship, third 
in the New Zealand Pall Mall 
500cc championship series and 
third in the New, Zealand senior 
Grand Prix —all ona 500 
Suzuki. 

Last year, Gary went to 
Australia for the first time 
where he suffered a spectacular 
crash which sidelined him for 
some months. However, he is 
now fully recovered and starting 
to follow closely in John's 
footsteps, Gary is riding a 
TZ750 in the Marlboro series, 


GREYBEARDS TRIAL 


The Hawke's Bay Motor- 
cycle Club held its annual 
“greybeard” trial last month. 

About a dozen of the club 
members aged more than 37 
Went through their paces under 
the eagle eyes of their com- 
petitive children. 

18n Elliott, who won with 
a loss of only 17 points, 
cleaned several sections on his 
Yamaha. Second was Allan 
Brenchly, on a Bultaco, and 
third Ivan Stainton, on a Honda. 


‘WHITMARSH INJURED 


“A possible winner of the 5 
ACU 125ce championship this 
season was Roger Whitmarsh, 
of Hastings. 

Whitmarsh, who was early 
‘on leading the championships 
by four points, has been side- 
lined because of injuries 
received while practising at the 
recent Porirua Grand Prix. 

His Honda, which has been 
consistently placed at meetings 
this season, took off on an oil 
slick, and Whitmarsh received 
what subsequently turned out 
to be serious kidney injuries. 

However he was placed 
there, at Gracefield, Wanganui 
and in October, Onekawa. 

The seriousness of Whit- 
marsh’s injuries became evident 
when he was travelling to Bay 
Park for the next round of the 
series. He consulted a doctor 
at Taupo and was told to return 
home and not to race again this 
season. 

It could be that Whitmarsh’s 
career as a road-racer has 
finished, which would be a pity 
because his modest and un- 
spectacular approach to the 
business would be sorely missed. 
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UNUSUAL SPONSORS 


sys interesting saa 
ve co 
sci 
SAN the visiting Marlboro. 
series contenders the nature fo) La 
the sponsors themselves Is worthy 
of mention. The English team 
of Piers Forester and John 
Gillies, who did the spanner 
work for Forester as well as 
riding a TZ 350 Yamaha in ‘ 
supporting events, campaigne' I 
under the “Alligator Rainwear 
banner. We at NZMCN had 
never heard of this brand of 
clothing and a quick check 
around some of the major 
retailers and manufacturers of 
this type of clothing in Welling- 
ton revealed nothing. But 
Forester assured us that the 
brand sold well in this country 
and that the company was 
planning a big sales push around 
March. : 

Another interesting team 
was the Indonesian Pertamina 
team of two riders, Sarsito 
and Sidarto Sa, plus a mechanic 
and a team manager. Pertamina 
is the Indonesian state oil 
company and has quite a large 
involvement in racing, both on 


|t's alwa 





Roger Whitmarsh 






two wheels and on fours 
although the racing team itself 
isa private organisation: . 
But American junior rider 
Phil Frank wins our vote for 
the rider with the weirdest 
sponsor. “Funky Phil” Is 
actually a member of the Ron 
Grant racing stable but he is 
also helped along by Mitchel 
Brothers Film Productions. who 
produce,he says,films which 
make the likes of “Deep Throat"! 
seem like “Love Story". As well 
as the name of the company, 
Phil had the name of one of 
their latest offerings “Behind 
the Green Door" — prominent 
on his fairing: Not that we are 
likely to see the movie here, 
If Phil’s racing had been half. ; 
as hot as his sponsor's products 4 
evidently are he would have 
been a cinch to take the series, 
(Sorry, Phil, | couldn’t resist it.). 
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If there was any more , 
to motoring, we’d know 


* MOTORMAN 
MAGAZINE 


* RALLIES 
* RACING 
* 
* 





ROAD TESTS 
OVERSEAS NEWS 
FEATURES 
INDUSTRY NEWS 
TRACK TESTS 
TOP SPORTING 
COLUMINISTS 
PERSONALITY 
PROFILES 
AND MUCH, MUCH 
MORE.’ 

‘Subscription fees $6.00 per year. 


Send to: 2 
Fourman Holdings Limited 
P.O, Box 883, 

Wellington. 

















NZ Distributor. 





Available in 80z, 1 gallon and 5 gallon tins from 


~ Thehe 
use only the best 


The best kart and motor cycle engine 
manufacturers in the world like Montesa, 
Bultaco Camoto, B.M., Motori, D.A.P, Cosair, 
Komet and Villiers recommend Bardahl VBA. 

Bardahl VBA provides more power and 
causes less plug fouling because it gives a 
leaner fuel/oil mix which provides a higher 
octane rating-and VBA's unique polarised 
organic additives protect the engines’ vital 
parts and decrease wear and friction. 


DAHL 


BAR 






0. R. BRITTON LIMITED, AUCKLAND AND WELLINGTON. 


VBA. 


SAE 50 for fuel oil mix and 
SAE 30 for oil injection 
systems, 





your motor cycle dealer or the 


41302 


LEN 
SHAILER 
ITD 


All Motor Upholstery 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 
A SPECIALITY 


ALSO ALL CANVAS 
woRK 
191 ALBERT ST. 
P.O. BOX 5 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 79-088 








After Hours 77-421 and 26-545 


In Stock NOW 
Bultaco Lobito 175cc Trail $1150 
A beaut for Trail or competition 
Also Immediate Delivery 

Bultaco Alpina 350cc $1438 
Bultaco Alpina 250cc $1344 


Terms Available 
H.B. MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
Hastings St., Napier 
Phone: 54205 





PERRY 
MOTOR 


_.|_ CYCLES 
To 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE,; AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 
NZ distributor for 


BELL 


HELMETS 


Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
(including belts) 

NORTON MANX— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES. 
VINCENT SPARES ~ NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 


ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 





L.M.V.D. 
Ducati 750 Sport 





Timaru battlefield cont, from p.8 
999 jaueliiaL 

Avant looked certain to claim 

second place but on the last lap 

he ran onto the grass on Castrol 

Corner and ina flash Sayle 

was through to claim’ the runner- 

UP position. Avant recovered to 

Score a good third with Discombe 

fourth and Gary Boote (TZ 

750 Yamaha) fifth, 

On the way to victory, Cleek 

was timed at 140mph down 

the back straight — the fastest 

time by more than 10mph 

recorded at the track, 

After the first leg, Cleek led 

the series with 33 points, with 

Hennen second on 30, Wylie 

fourth, on 29 and Sayle fifth on 

23. 


GREAT DUEL 

The scene was set for a 
tremendous second leg but 
almost right from the start it 
was a two-man affair between 
John Boote and Pat Hennen, 
Cleek led for the first lap but 
then Boote went tearing past 
as if there was no tomorrow 


The pace was too hot for Cleek 
who settled comfortably into 
third place, well behind the 
leading pair, 

Boote set a searing pace until 
the ninth lap, That was when 
everything started to happen at 
once. Cleek went down and 


and Hennen followed him through. 


his machine caught fire, sending 
a palhof smoke: 1 00ftiinrthe air. 
Sayle's Kawasaki seized and he, 
too, crashed , but without injury 
or serious damage to his bike. 
And on the same lap, Hennen 
Put in a superhuman effort 

and squeezed past Boote into 
the lead for the first time. 

But Boote refused to acknow- 
ledge defeat and from that 
moment the pair constantly 
swopped: positions, |t was tre- 
mendous riding on the part of 
both riders, and tremendously 
exciting. 

On the fifteenth lap there 
was an additional moment of 
excitement when Avant, who 
had been lying fourth, dis- 
appeared. He went down in 
spectacular fashion on Castrol 
Corner when a rider being 
lapped forced him to take evasive 
action, His T2750 Yamaha 
was extensively damaged. 

Up front, the grim battle 
being waged continued unabated. 
Boote led by inches into the 
final lap. Hennen beat him 
through Castrol Corner and 
into the main straight. Down 
the straight, Boote threw in 
everything he had. He left his 
braking very late and actually 
went past the American. 

But he couldn't get round 
Marlboro Corner. 

He went off the track onto 

the grass, fought his machine 














lap of the first leg at Ruapuna Park. 





Lew Murray and Russ Anderson (Timaru) negotiating the hairpin during the 
first sidecar event in the Marlboro meeting at Ruapuna Park. 





Pat Hennen leads John Boote, Randy Cleek and Trevor Discombe on the first 





back under control and returned 
tO {he traGh en Buty thatetl Mews 
Hennen was well gone. He won 
the race and Boote cruised home 
4sec behind, Third place went 

to Discombe with Gary Boote 
fourth and Australian Jeff Sayle 
(TZ350 Yamaha) fifth, 

In the supporting races, 
there were a number of spills 
in which riders were injured, 
Aucklander Graham Crosby 
(Kawasaki) crashed in the A 
grade open scratch, injuring 
an arm, 

Former national 250 chamion 
Kevin McCleary (TA125 Yamaha) 
came from behind to win the 
125cc race from Alister Mitchell 
(TA125) and defending national 
champion Murray de Lacy (Auck- 
land) won the 250 scratch race 
on his TD3 Yamaha. 

Jeff Sayle (Australia) was a 
narrow winner of the 350cc race 
from Stewart Avant (TZ350) 
and Trevor Discombe (TZ350). 

Both sidecar races were won 
by Chris Olsen and Chris Sher- 
ley (Wellington) with their 750 
Suzuki outfit. However, they 
were a little fortunate in the 
first event. National champions 
Paul Corbett and Stu Forbes 
(Blenheim) led the race for six 
laps before the Suzuki 750 engine 
of their machine began to lose 
power. They drifted back to 
finish fifth and did not race 
again. 

Marlboro points at the end 
of the round were: Hennen 39, 
Cleek 33, Wylie 29, Discombe 
28, Murray Sayle 23, John Boote 
22. 


Ruapuna Cont. from P.9 


on their 750 Suzuki outfit. 

But it was a near thing. Ivan 
Clarke and Alan Boyle (750 
Kawasaki) led until the last lap 
of the first race when the motor 
of their machine went off-song. 
They drifted’back to finish 
third and had to be towed back 
to the pits. 

But in the final event, it was 
Corbett and Forbes all the way. 
Chris Olsen and Chris Sherley 

_ (Wellington) came through on 
the last lap on their 750 Suzuki 
to snatch second place from 
Timaru's Lew Murray and Russ 
Anderson (750 Trident). 


Gisborne GP cont. from p.10. 

RRL TE LITE TA 
also from the remaining Marl- 
boro series rounds. Former 
champions Gordon Skilton and 
Dave Dibben wrestled their 
Norton around for second place 
in the Sidecar GP and finished 
third in their other two races, 
Chris Olsen and Gary Watson 
(Suzuki 750) followed Corbett 
and Forbes in the first event 
while V. Plummer and passenger 
on another of the water-cooled 
triples finished second in the 
handicap event. 


RESULTS 


Single cylinder race — D, Douche, 
Pahiatua; Suzuki 400, 1; 8. Timms, 
Lower Hutt, Mule Suzuki 250, 2; G. 
Ovendon, Gisborne, Suzuki 400 ‘3. 
Sidecar scratch — P. Corbett — G. 
Forbes, Blenheim, Suzuki 750 1; C. 
Olsen — G. Watson, Paraparaumu, 
Suzuki 750, 2; G. Skilton — D. Dib- 
ben, Pahiatua, Norton 750, 3; C. 
Moller — M, Goodall, Blenheim, Su- 
zuki 500, 4, 500cc Grand Prix — 

J. Woodley, Blenheim, Yamaha 350 
1; M. Bayliss, Auckland, Yamaha 
360, 2; M. de Lacy, Hamilton, Yam- 
aha 360, 3; M. Adler, Auckland, Ya- 
maha 350, 4. Open production’ — 
J. Larsen, Mt Maunganui, Kawasaki 
750, 1; D, Bedford, Tokoroa, Kawa- 
saki 750, 2; C, Waught, Palmerston 
North, Kawasaki 750, 3; 0. Lampp, 
Auckland, Kawasaki 900, 4; D. Cou- 
Iter, Gisborne, Kawasaki 900, 5. 
35Gcc Grand Prix — J. Woodley, 
Blenheim, Yamaha 350, 1; M. Bay- 
liss, Auckland, Yamaha 350, 2; 

de Lacy, Hamilton, Yamaha 350, 

3; M. Adler, Auckland, Yamaha 360 
4, Sidecar Grand Prix — P. Corbett 
—G. Forbes, 1; G. Skilton — D, Dib- 
ben, 2; C. Moller — M. Goodall 3; 
T. Cave, Wanganui, Kawasaki 760, 
4, NZ 250cc TT Championship — 
M. de Lacy 1; G, Boote 2; D, Kee- 
nan, Rotorua, Yamaha 250, 3; R. 
Pearce, Inglewood, Yamaha 250, 4: 
B. Timms, Lower Hutt, Suzuki 250, 
5. Open scratch race — G. Boote 1; 
J. Woodley, 2; R. Hannan, 

Yamaha 350, 3; M. Bayliss 4; 

R, Freeth 5. Sidecar handicap — 
P..Corbett — G. Forbes 1; V. Plum- 
mer, Napier, Suzuki 750, 2; G. 
Skilton — D. Dibben, 3. Unlimited 
Grand Prix — G. Boote 1; R. Han- 
nan, 2; R. Freeth 3; C. Waught 4; 
M. Adler 5. Local clubman’s race, 
500cc and over — D. Coulter, Kawa- 
saki 900, 1; G. Burnside Kawasaki 
750, 2; R. McKeague, Kawasa 
750, 3: K. Hair, Triumph 750, 
B. Keller 5. 251cc-500cc — B. 
Keller 1; J. Hickman 2; G: Over 
den, Suzuki 400, 3; 0-250ce — G. 



































Hogan, Honda 250, 1; P. Cooper 2. 
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FOR SALE 


FOR SALE; 
Husqvarna 250 CR October 74 seen 
two mestings. Excellent condition. 
Reed valve model, $1900. Phone 
Browns Bay 87-207 or call 307 
Beach | ,Road — Campbells 


Bay, 





WANTED: 

Piston for Honda 305ce standard 
size CB 77. Write Graham White, 
Stokes Valley, or telephone 8289. 


WANTED: 

Complete disc brake front end for 
Bonneville 750 or Trident. Contact 
W. Tatham P.O. Box 9544 Wellington. 


MISSING: 


From Wollington 1974 Triumph 
Trident T150V, Reg. No. 542YE, 
Eng. No. K.J. 05892, low bars 4% 
gal. tank, black with gold flashing. 
Anyone knowing its whereabouts 
Please contact your nearest police 
station. 











150 PONSONBY ROAD, 


AUCKLAND MOTOR 
CYCLES LID. 


SECOND HAND SPARES SPECIALISTS 


LES—SERVICE—HIRE PURCHASE 
SRADE.INS WRECKING 


Ducati 750 GT 


AUCKLAND 


TEL: 765-945 

























12 Queen St Otahuhu 


SHAFT 


Wins on Kawasaki 


AL 
TRIUMPH AND NORTON, 


FOR YOUR WINNER CONTACT THE GUYS AT 


Shaft Motorcycles 


OH, Phone 62-535/61-401 


SO 
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